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Political pariahs 
THIS PAST MONTH has been reassuring and 
heartening. The media reaction to the publication 
of the BNP list reminds us that the far-right party 
is still a political pariah. The BNP might crow 
about the 100,000 people who visited its website 
but this pales into insignificance compared to the 
six million hits on a website that identified BNP 
members in any neighbourhood. Despite the 
bravado, BNP members hid for cover embarrassed, 
ashamed and scared. The media, nationally and 
locally, made hay. 

The attitude of many people has been matched 
by the growing determination to challenge the 
BNP. Nationally, Hazel Blears, the Secretary of 
State for Communities and Local Government, 
has signalled the Government’s determination to 
tackle racism and extremism. Locally, anti-fascists 
and trade unionists are beginning to organise for 
next year’s European elections. Over 2,000 people 
signed up to the North West HOPE not hate 
campaign in just four weeks. 

While we can take some encouragement from 
the media’s continuing revulsion for the BNP there 
is no room for complacency. It has been a good 
month for anti-fascism but many battles lie ahead. 
The underlying issues that give rise to BNP 
support remain and as the economy sinks into 
recession the fascist party could become even more 
appealing. At the moment many people are looking 
to the Labour Government to solve the crisis, 
but as unemployment really bites, houses are 
repossessed and services are cut back, so the BNP’s 
racist scapegoating will appear more attractive. 
It is precisely because of this coming struggle 
that we use this edition of Searchlight to encourage 
trade unions to adopt a more engaged approach to 
their members. Unions have proudly opposed 
racism and fascism but we must also win the 
political hearts and minds. 


A victory for HOPE 

Barack Obama’s victory in the US presidential 
election was celebrated throughout the world. 
Not only will it hopefully herald a new foreign 
policy strategy but it is in itself a victory for 
HOPE over hate. The very fact that a black 
man has been elected President of the United 
States demonstrates how far the country has 
progressed over the past 40 years and it does prove 
that anything is possible. However, let us also not 
kid ourselves. Racism remains a huge problem in 
the United States as it does here and, despite 
Obama's victory, there is still much to do. 


Festive greetings 

Searchlight wishes all its readers a good festive 
break and we look forward to returning in the 
New Year recharged and ready to prevent the BNP 
from taking European Parliament seats. ~_ 


Feature 


Troubles 


inthe BNP 


As the British National 
Party was preparing for 
the official launch of its 
campaign to get Nick 
Griffin elected to the 
European Parliament, 
the wheels were about 
to come off the party’s 
wagon big time. 
Sonia Gable reports. 


he BNP had ended its annual 

conference in Blackpool on 15- 

16 November bemoaning the 

“deliberate media blackout” of 
the event. But Nick Griffin, the party 
leader, was hoping for publicity for the 
announcement the following Tuesday 
that he would head the BNP list for the 
European elections in the North West, 
where it has a realistic chance of 
winning a seat. 

But Griffin's campaign launch was 
completely overshadowed by the 
discovery that a list of BNP “members” 
had been posted on an internet blogsite. 
It included home addresses, phone 
numbers, email addresses and interesting 
notes about their jobs, hobbies, whether 
they were activists or party donors and 
concerns about individuals who might 
prove an embarrassment to the party, 
including a prominent activist with 
unspecified convictions. 

It unleashed a media feeding frenzy. 
The national papers and radio and 
television stations pored over the names 
searching for minor celebrities, service 
personnel, teachers, doctors and anyone 
else who might spark a “shock horror” 
reaction in readers. There were former 
members of all the three main political 
parties, which was no great surprise. 
Two members of Queen Elizabeth's 
staff were said to be on the list, though 

# one turned out to be 
pee retired and the other 
said he had _ never 
actually joined. 

And that was the problem. The list 
contained 12,801 names compared to 
the BNP’s current membership of 
around 9,300, down from 9,784 at the 
end of 2007. So there were at least 3,500 
who were lapsed members or people 
who had merely shown some interest. 

Several newspapers produced maps 
and all kinds of statistical analysis. 
Local papers counted all the members 
in their readership area. But it meant 
little because the list was unreliable. 

The names appeared largely to date 
from late 2007 with a few more recent 
additions. Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
seized on the date to blame a “former 
head of administration of the party”, 


Named and shamed | 
BNP squirms under the spotlight 


who had kept a “membership and skills 
list”. This was Kenny Smith, one of the 
leaders of last winter’s unsuccessful 
internal rebellion in the BNP. 

Since then, Smith has become a 
convenient scapegoat. When the BNP’s 
2007 accounts embarrassingly failed to 
pass audit, Griffin wrote, “Accurate 
accounting for this year is problematic 
owing to the point-blank refusal of 
the former head of Administration to 
account for large amounts of 
expenditure”. Smith was also blamed for 
failings with the 2006 accounts and 
their lateness, which resulted in a fine. 

Smith strenuously denied leaking the 
list and grabbed another chance to hit 
out at Griffin. “Whatever the reasons 
for the publication of the list, ordinary 
BNP members should not have to suffer 
because of the crass incompetence, 
flawed personality and arrogance of the 
Party Leader.” 

It does seem unlikely that Smith and 
his supporters were responsible for the 
publication of the list, in contravention 
of a court injunction and legal proce- 
edings by the BNP which have already 
cost them money. The BNP has never 
been very good at data security and such 
lists were undoubtedly held and 
circulated by several senior members. 
It is not the first time such a list has 
leaked, though never before in such 
spectacular form. 

A more likely explanation is that it 
has come from a senior BNP member 
with a more recent grudge against the 
party. There are plenty of possibilities. 
Griffin runs his party in an autocratic 
manner and stamps firmly on any 
dissent. The annual party conference 
debates motions supposedly put 
forward by the party’s regions, but in 
fact selected by its central Advisory 
Council. Although it is possible to force 
a leadership election, every obstacle 
is put in the way of a challenger. 
And although the party website allows 


. comments, only those supporting the 


party’s line are posted and anyone 
expressing hostile sentiments has their 
website registration cancelled. 
Whoever did it, Griffin had to act fast 
to save his embattled party. A few 


Devastated: BNP leader Nick Griffin 


members insisted that the leak only 
confirmed their allegiance, many others 
were worried. Police officers are 
prohibited from BNP membership and 
joining the party could constitute gross 
misconduct leading to dismissal. 
Officers have already been suspended 
and several police services are combing 
the list carefully. 

Others too feared for their jobs. It is 
interesting to consider why someone in 
a sensitive position, perhaps working 
in teaching, local government, the civil 
service or the NHS, should join a 
party that they clearly realise is so 
disreputable that it would cause them to 
be ostracised. 

Here the BNP apparently scored a bit 
of a coup. “One of this country’s top 
employment law firms ... has offered 
pro bono — free — representation to any 
person who is threatened by their 
employers as a result of the ‘leaked 
membership list’ smear,” announced the 
party website. The firm was not named. 
Solicitors often work pro bono, partly 
mindful of the good publicity this 
generates, but these solicitors must have 
realised that helping the BNP for free 
was more shameful than charitable. 

In reality it would be difficult to sack 
an employee with more than a year's 
service simply for belonging to the BNP 
unless the employer can show that 
membership is incompatible with the 
individual’s job or has a negative impact 
on colleagues, customers and the local 
community, and that there is a clear 
policy spelling this out. It was under 
this principle that Serco dismissed 
the former BNP councillor Arthur 
Redfearn from his job as a driver 


BNP evicted 


As the British National Party was 
desperately shutting stable doors 
after the list of members had 
bolted, its leaders had to contend 
with an equally serious problem. 

The party had just been given 
two weeks’ notice to quit the hate 
factory that Searchlight had exposed 
in September. Where would it move 
the “vast array of new equipment” 
the party had purchased back in 
January, when it announced proudly 
that it had moved into a“brand new 
ground-floor warehouse’, let alone 
its range of tatty cringe-making and 
overpriced goods, stocks of its new 
racist brochure Racism Cuts Both 
Ways and the party’s back catalogue 
of publications? 

The facility had been the first fruit 
of the BNP’s huge “Building to 
Grow” fundraising effort and the 
first time the part could centralise 
its key operations in a modern unit. 

The BNP had tried to keep the 
location secret but Searchlight, in 
conjunction with Lancaster Unity 
and Wales Friends of Searchlight, 
had tracked it down to the Evans 
Business Centre, a recently built 
development of workshops and 
offices on Deeside Industrial Estate. 

The landlords, Evans Easyspace, 
appeared uninterested at first. When 
a Sunday Times journalist contacted 


— 


ee 


Lord Mawhinney, a non-executive 
director of the company and former 
Cabinet Minister, he replied that he 
had not been aware of the BNP 
connection and said, “Thank you for 
drawing it to my attention’, before 
putting the phone down. 

But all bad things come to an end 
and by mid November the landlord 
was unhappy that an organisation 
that had rented the unit under the 
name of Excalibur turned out to be 
the BNP. When Mirror journalists 
visited the place on 21 November, 
they found a “to let” sign outside 
and an irate Arthur Kemp, the South 
African in charge of the BNP’s 
ideological training, trying to close 
the door on them. 


transporting vulnerable adults and 
children to schools and day centres, a 
decision upheld by the Appeal Court. 

Protection of the law was not enough 
for the BNP’s self-styled “legal eagle”, 
however. Writing on his blog the day 
the story broke, Lee Barnes advised: 
“For those people who have been 
named on the list all you need to do 
is deny you are a member if asked. 
Your employer cannot ascertain 
whether you are actually a real member 
of the BNP, and we will confirm that 
you are not a member if you ask us.” 
In other words the BNP was prepared 
to back up its members’ lies with more 
of its own. 

The BNP also played the victim card as 
hard as it could. There were ridiculous 
accusations from Griffin and Simon 
Darby, the party’s deputy leader and press 
officer, that “call centres” were being 
used to make threatening phone calls to 
BNP members. The media sought out 
members who expressed fears that they or 
their families would be attacked. 

We would condemn absolutely anyone 
who thinks the way to fight the BNP is 
by physical attacks on individuals or their 


property. But history shows it is the 
racists who call for violence against 
opponents. The vicious hate website 
Redwatch posts photographs and 
personal details of hundreds of people, 
many supplied by BNP organisers and 
activists, as a way of intimidating their 
political opponents. Some have had 
threatening phone calls and abusive 
letters as a result. Others have been 
attacked. They include two teachers 
whose car was firebombed outside their 
home in Leeds in a case of mistaken 
identity, and Alec McFadden, president 
of Merseyside Trades Council, who two 
years ago was confronted on his doorstep 
by a man wielding a knife and slashed 
repeatedly across his face in front of his 
two young daughters. 

Indeed Darby’s initial reaction to 
the publication of the list appeared to 
be a threat of violence. If the culprit 
was found, Darby declared, “it will turn 


_out to be one of the most foolish things 


they have done in their life” and “I 
wouldn't be sleeping very well tonight”. 
Griffin had to leap.in to explain that 
Darby was only threatening legal action 
with a potential prison sentence. 


Feature 


Griffin, a conspiracy theorist par 


excellence, claimed the list had been leaked to 
coincide with a hearing of the General 
Teaching Council (GTC), which he 
expected would stop a BNP member from 


working as a teacher. “Had that been the 
result,” Griffin wrote, “the verdict would 


have been a big news story, which would 
have set things up perfectly for the follow- 
up publicity storm about thousands of BNP 
members being ‘exposed’ which would have < 


broken over the rest of the week.” 


In the event the GTC _ postponed 


the hearing, but the publicity storm 
happened anyway and Griffin worked 

desperately on spinning it in the BNP’s O a A 

favour. “Nothing could show better just 


how frightened the liberal ‘elite’ now are of 
our coming breakthrough,” declared Griffin 
in an “urgent message” two days after the 
story broke. 

“The publicity about the high quality of 
our membership has massively improved our 
image,” he claimed. “The whole affair has 
blown up in the faces of the plotters and the 
anti-British traitors. The public are more 
eager for our message than ever, and many of 
our new website visitors will keep coming 
back, become committed nationalists, and 
join our ranks.” 

“High quality” would not describe the two 
men sentenced in Blackburn at the end of 
the week for sexual activity with 14-year-old 
girls. Ian Richard Hindle, 32, and Andrew 
Paul Wells, 49, had exploited the girls’ 
vulnerability, police said, welcoming the 
total of five years and three months 
imprisonment the pair received. Their BNP 
connection did not emerge in court or in a 
local newspaper report, but both their names 
can be found on the list. Wells is also a 
convicted football hooligan and has acted as 
a bodyguard to Griffin. (See pages 18-19 for 
more details of criminals and extremists in 
the BNP.) 

The BNP may gain a few members out of 
the thousands who visited its website, 
assuming they accept Griffin's assurances 
that the party’s “investment in new ” 
technology and procedures” will stop any ‘ 
more leaks. What the party finds hard is R b h W 
keeping members. ee se 40% of aCciSI7Y cuts ot ays 
members renew after the first year, the party 


i : ») 
ecevered contacted by people on the D ont let the BNP 


list who say they joined but quickly became di C d OAS 

disillusioned when they found out the truth, vide Our communities 
which is that the BNP is still a racist party 
infested with thugs and Holocaust deniers. 
The presence of a few managers, IT 


— - To read Searchlight’s full analysis of 
professionals and ex-servicemen will not ° 

change that, just like two years ago when it the BNP’s Racism Cuts Both Ways 
was revealed that a principal dancer with the 
English National Ballet was a BNP 


campaign, visit: 
meth deus the BNE edie che TA AWArlatiiulaeieieleidi lr emelce MIL 


connection for all it was worth. <a 


Searchlight’s editor Nick Lowles demands 
that the BNP should be held to account for 
peddling racistlies in a clear attempt to whip 


up racial tensions. 


SEARCHLIGHT IS CALLING on the 
authorities to investigate whether the 
BNP’s Racism Cuts Both Ways 
campaign is an incitement to racial 
hatred. The BNP initiative, revealed 
in last month's Searchlight, has a 
special section on the party's website, 
a glossy 12-page brochure and was 
launched with its own limited tour of 
the country. 

The BNP campaign claims to 
highlight examples of anti-white 
racism. In an introduction on the 
website, party leader Nick Griffin calls 
it the “silent epidemic of racist 
targeting of indigenous Britons”. 

Griffin goes further in his opening 
message to the campaign’s glossy 
12-page pamphlet. “The vast majority 
of the real racism that scars Britain 
involves white victims from the 
indigenous community. Whether you 
are English, Scots, Welsh, Irish or from 
Ulster, being white makes you a target, 
being white means you are guilty.’ 

To back up his claim the BNP has 
released the names of 167 people who 
it alleges are the victims of anti-white 
racism. In addition, it has published 
200,000 copies of the pamphlet, 
which it has distributed to every 
councillor and MP in the country. 
The party also claims that copies are 
being sent to all 18-year-olds in 50 key 
parliamentary constituencies. 

The pamphlet includes a page 
entitled, “Racist Murder - The Shocking 
Truth’, which states: “The result was 
truly shocking - 142 white victims of 
racist homicide”. 

It concludes: “The average racist 
murderer in Britain is 40 times more 
likely to be a member of an ethnic 
minority than a native Brit”. 

However, and probably unsurpris- 
ingly, the research is deeply flawed. 
Searchlight has analysed the 167 cases 
highlighted by the BNP and found a 
racial motive in only a handful. In over 


90% there was no_ evidence 
presented by the BNP, or in any 
media reports at the time, to show 
that racism played any role in the 
murder at all. 

The BNP research is so wrong 
that the list includes several cases 
where the perpetrators are white. 
In one case, that of John Ward, the 
BNP only reports an_ initial 
description of the killers as Asian 
or Turkish but fails to admit that 
three white men _ were later 
convicted and imprisoned for life. 

In other cases the perpetrators 
were part of mixed race groups, 
including whites, but the BNP only 
focuses on the white victims and 
black attackers. 

There are also several supposed 
racial murders where the alleged killer 
has not actually been convicted. In 
fact, an Old Bailey murder trail was 
only just beginning when the BNP 
named the alleged murderer and 
asserted a racist motive, a clear breach 
of legal - restrictions on reporting. 
And in a number of cases the BNP 
merely reports arrests or people being 
charged, but its sloppy research fails to 
investigate what happened to them. 

Of course, none of this should be a 
surprise. The BNP clearly sets out to 
whip up racial tensions and prejudice 
with this “research”. Its aim is to make 
young people in particular angry and 
resentful. To this end the BNP has simply 
made up assertions to fit its wider cause. 
It may hope to channel the fury of 
readers and supporters into joining the 
BNP but it could just as easily be 
unleashing vengeful racist violence. 

The BNP campaign is quite simply 
dangerous and should be held to 
account. 

It seems that we are not alone in 
having concerns over the RCBW 
material. Thirteen BNP members were 
arrested in Liverpool for distributing 


The British National Party's Report On Hat 


ainst White People 


the pamphlet after Merseyside Police 
concluded it incited racial hatred. 

Several councillors have reported 
the pamphlet to the police in other 
parts of the country. A number of 
families have been appalled to hear 
that the deaths of their loved ones are 
being used by the BNP for their own 
racist ends. West Yorkshire Police were 
outraged to find the BNP trying to 
claim that the murder of Sharon 
Beshenivsky was a racist attack. 

Jon Cruddas, the MP for Dagenham, 
has put down an Early Day Motion in 
the House of Commons calling the 
pamphlet and accompanying website 
material a clear attempt to whip up 
racial tension. “The BNP has set out to 
stir up a racist reaction and this could 
have serious consequences,’ Cruddas 
told Searchlight. 

“The fact that they have lied and 
claimed over one hundred murders to 
have had a racial motive when they 
quite clearly have not is reprehensible 
and they should be called to account.’ 

He has also written to the 
Metropolitan Police demanding that 
they investigate the document. 

Searchlight is urging its supporters 
to complain about the BNP campaign. 
The BNP must not be allowed to whip 
up racial tensions through lies and 
innuendo. ej 


Feat 
Banged to rights? 


The BNP lists 167 deaths which it describes as racist murders. Searchlight has been 
through the list and can prove that race appeared as a motive in only a handful of cases. 


Below is a selection of the tragic murders which the BNP is trying to exploit. 


John Ward 


John Ward was murdered by mistake as he 
sheltered the intended victim Stuart Higgins, 
who had fallen foul of the killers. 

The BNP jumped to the conclusion that this 
was a racist killing after police initially 
described the gunman as Asian or Turkish. 
However, what they failed to report was that in 
January 2008 three men were convicted of 
Ward's murder. David Taylor, 40, of Colchester, 
Peter Jones, 40, of Chelmsford, and 
Martin Valentine, 43, of South Ockenden, 
were all given life sentences. 

All three were white. 


Mark Wetherall, 47, was 
killed in March 2007, 
five weeks after he was 
attacked by a gang in 
Whitstable, Kent. 
en to the BNP he 
was killed by an “18-year- 
eae mane 18-year-old black youth 
Three people were convicted of Wetherall’s 
murder — Curtis Delima, 19, 
Mark Elliott, 21, and Gerry Cusden, 16. 
There was no evidence of any racial motive. 
More importantly, according to the photos of 
the three on the BBC website, none were black! 


Allen Chappelow 


A Hampstead millionaire 
| Allan Chappelow was 
| killed in his own 
| home some time in 
May or June 2006. 
Wang Yam, 46, was 
charged with 


Chappelow’s murder 
but the jury failed to return a verdict. His is 
currently being retried but has so far not been 
convicted. This has not stopped the BNP from 
claiming that Chappelow was the victim of a 
racist murder! 


Keith Cowell and Matthew Cowell 


The BNP lists Keith Cowell and Matthew Cowell 
among the victims of racial violence. According to 
the Billericay Echo the men were killed with a 
machine gun after a botched drug deal. 
Once again there was no racial motive to the 
attack. Strangely, the BNP appears to forget about 
the third person killed that night, Tony Dulieu 
Both Dulieu and Keith Cowell were known thugs 
and drug dealers. Dulieu was jailed in May 1999 
for a hammer attack in a nightclub and was the 
cousin of a convicted drug dealer jailed in 2002 
poco to supply cannabis. 
\ccording to the Daily Mirror,”... nei i 
taxi driver Cowell's Been He used by aes ease 
One neighbour said of Cowell, who was based at Stansted 
eed a me, ae world is a better place now that he's 
. TAis is aman w ili 
Fe ese ae Hl upset a lot of families over the 


Vincent Swift 


Vincent Swift died after a violent racist incident that he had 
his friends started. In a trial that saw his killers convicted, 
the court heard how Swift, 27, his younger brother and a 
friend began racially taunting and threatening a group of 
Kosovan teenagers, challenging them to a fight with 


weapons. 
The court heard how the eastern European youths ran off, 


only to return with some weapons of their own and a fight 
ensured during which Swift was killed. 

Even though race proved to be a factor in the death, it 
must be emphasised that Swift initiated the racial clash. 


David Driscoll 


David Driscoll was murdered in a flat in 
South Oxhey, near Watford in November 
2006, in what appears to have been a plot to 
steal cocaine. Driscoll, 31, had booked an 
escort the previous evening and paid for her 
services in cocaine rather than cash. A court 
| heard that his killer had gone to his flat to 
search for the drugs. 
There was no racial motive mentioned in 
any of the news reports and only one or the four men named on 
the BNP website was actually convicted. 


Jolene Colpus 


Jolene Colpus was murdered in June 
2006 after being attacked in the 
hallway of her ground floor flat in 
Hampshire by 22-year-old Kieron 
Simei in what was clearly a drugs 


row. The court heard how 19-year- 
old Jolene had supplied drugs for 
Simei but was killed after telling 
him that there was a problem with 
a deal. 

There was no suggestion that race played any 
role in the murder. 


Nick Padget 


The BNP lists the death of 27-year- 
old Nick Padget, who died after a 
fight with a west London doorman 
Kevin Griffith, who just happened to 
be black. An Old Bailey court heard 
pie zat was drinking heavily 
with friends and was asked to leave an O'Nei 
eills pub aft 
upsetting other customers. On leaving the pub Pe 
fo ators lee but later died after receiving a single 
return. The jury found Griffi i 
aa y riffith not guilty of 
Despite this the BNP has listed this i 
t as a racist murd 
the bizarre logic that if Griffith had been white it eee - 
have been treated as racist and become a cause célébre. 


Stuart Watt was murdered during a night out in Blackpool 
in September 2004, as he was out celebrating after being 
given the all-clear for cancer. Watt, 24, was killed outside 
the Flares nightclub. Three days later head doorman Sajad 
Hussein Ali was arrested and charged with the murder. 
This much was reported in the BNP document. 

However, that was four years ago and the BNP’s 
researchers obviously could not be bothered to discover 
what happened in the case. Perhaps Sajad Hussein Ali was 


found guilty, perhaps not (we have searched the internet 
and there is no record of any trial or conviction). 
The BNP had got an Asian name in the frame and for 


them that was enough. 


A more detailed examination of the BNP’s 
Racism Cuts Both Ways document appears at 
http://www.racismcutsbothways.org.uk. 


Lie lorry tour fails to deliver 
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Talking to himself: Nick Griffin aboard the lie lorry 


“WE WILL START IN SCOTLAND and work 
our way south over one month, stopping in all 
major cities from Edinburgh to Southampton,” 
promised Nick Griffin, the BNP chairman, in a 
fundraising appeal in September. 

This so-called truth tour, using the BNP’s 
notorious “lie lorry” advertising vehicle, was 
intended to promote the launch of the party’s 
Racism Cuts Both Ways brochure. Copies would be 
handed out along the way and “millions will see 
and hear our message”. 

The truth was rather different. Driven by 
Paul Golding, director of the BNP’s British 
Pride “white history” website, the truck left 
London at 8.30am on Monday 10 November. 
Over five days, wrote Golding, it “visited Brighton, 
Portsmouth, Winchester, Salisbury, Bath, 
Corsham, Wolverhampton, Dudly [sic], West 
Bromwich, Birmingham, Stoke, Manchester, 
Oldham, Huddersfield, Leeds, Middlesborough 
[sic], Sunderland, South Shields, Barking, 
Dagenham, Thurrock, Grays, Tilbury, Blackburn 
and Blackpool”. 

And that was it. The geographically convoluted 
tour “ended on Friday night at our annual 
conference,” said Golding, whose name is notably 
absent from the leaked list of BNP members. 

Even though the tour missed huge areas of the 
country, including the whole of Scotland and 
Wales, wherever it stopped Golding and Mike 
Howson, the middle-aged leader of the Young 
BNP, distributed “thousands and thousands of the 
Racism Cuts Both Ways booklets to an eager 
public,” boasted Golding. In Oldham the team 
“received a wildly enthusiastic response from the 
public”, similarly in Huddersfield “it was mobbed 
by highly enthusiastic members of the public”. 

The trouble was that the reports were 
accompanied by pictures of the lie lorry in the 
various locations visited. And the one thing that 
the photos had in common, apart from the truck, 
was the complete absence of any members of the 
public, eager or otherwise. In fact it was remarkable 
how many big empty spaces the BNP managed to 
find in England’s supposedly overcrowded towns 
and cities. ~ 

No doubt Griffin is relying on the people who 
put up the money for this fiasco being too gullible 
to notice. 
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JUST FOUR WEEKS into the HOPE 
not hate North West campaign we 
are within reach of our first target. 

With online campaigning set to 
play a central role in the 2009 
HOPE not hate effort, we set 
ourselves a target of finding 3,000 
North West supporters by the end 
of February. Four weeks into the 
campaign and we have already 
amassed 2,000 email addresses. 

Our efforts were boosted by the 
collection of 510 names and email 
addresses by the excellent HOPE 
not hate group at Manchester 
University. Plans to spread the 
campaign to other campuses in 
the area plus another half dozen 
meetings in the next few weeks mean our list is set to 
grow rapidly. 

“Our target is now to reach 3,000 before Christmas,’ 
says Jason Hunter, one of the campaign co- 
ordinators. “We had intended to reach 6,000 names 
by the end of April but we think we can achieve this 
by February.’ 

The HOPE not hate campaign took to the road in 
the North West last month with a series of meetings 
to raise awareness of the threat posed by Nick Griffin 
and his fascist friends. 

Over 50 people attended a fantastic meeting in 
Wigan, including representatives from different 
political parties, community organisations and faith 
groups. Another 40 gathered in Liverpool the night 
before, and other meetings were held in Manchester 
and Blackburn. 


Manchester HOPE not hate 


Carly McKenzie, Alex Dwek and Oliver Worth 


STUDENTS TODAY ARE not the 
anarchists of the 1960s. These are no longer 


forthcoming European 
affiliate with the 


The Communication Workers 
Union joined Unison, the GMB 
and the North West TUC in 
backing the campaign and 
invitations have been accepted to 
speak at the regional councils of 


ASLEF and the RMT. 
The campaign has also spread 
to social networking _ sites. 


Almost 800 people signed up to 
a North West HOPE not hate 
Facebook group within a week of 
it being established. 

The BNP conference _ in 
Blackpool was supposed to signal 
the launch of Griffin's North West 
campaign but obviously that was 
overshadowed by the release of 
the membership list. Nevertheless, an increasing 
number of people are aware of the threat posed by 
Griffin and, more importantly, are determined to 
prevent him from becoming an MEP. ~q 


Volunteers wanted 


Interested in being a web writer? Can you 
take photos or make short films? Or 
perhaps you are a web designer with a bit 
of spare time to donate to the campaign? 


Searchlight is looking for volunteers to 
help its online campaigning. If you would 
like to join the HOPE not hate online team 

then please contact us at 
nick@stopthebnp.org.uk. 


elections, to 


HOPE not hate 


the days of chaining yourself to railings, 
hunger strikes and sit-ins. That’s why 
Yellow Wednesday, the campaign affiliated 
to HOPE not hate that hit Manchester 
University campus on 19 November, shook 
the student population to its core. 

The three aims of the campaign were to 
raise awareness of the dangers of the BNP 
and the risk of its success at the 


campaign and to ensure a no platform 
policy for the BNP in our union. 

What with the other student pressures 
of the National Union of Students, council 
meetings and attempting world peace 
(with a few missed lectures along the way), 
we had only four days to pull off a 
campaign spectacular enough to engage 
enough people to make a quorate general 


Searchlight links up with Obama internet team 


SEARCHLIGHT IS TEAMING up with the 
company behind Barack Obama's phenomenal 
internet operation. Blue State Digital has agreed to 
help run the HOPE not hate email campaign in a 
move that will dramatically increase our campaigning 
and mobilising abilities. 

We will be able to react quicker and more effectively 
to events. It will massively improve our databasing and 
email management systems, increase our online 
fundraising and greatly expand our ability to mobilise 
via the internet. 

More importantly, our “Speak Out” and “Tell a 
Friend” tools will allow our supporters to build the 
campaign from their homes, while the “Event Centre” 
will enable everyone to organise and build their own 
HOPE not hate events. 

The system will even let HOPE not hate 
supporters to access an online phone bank. This will 
allow Searchlight to upload voter data to the system 
and supporters to use the website interface to ring 
those voters from their own phones. 

Of course, online campaigning in itself cannot 
guarantee the success of a campaign but it will greatly 
enhance our organising capabilities and save us 
considerable time. While our campaign is small 
compared to the one Blue State Digital ran for Obama, 
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it will use many of the same tools and online techniques. 

There will be a national online campaign but most of our 
energies will be focused on the three key European election 
regions of the North West, West Midlands and Yorkshire and 
the Humber. Over the next few months we will be looking to 
sign up and motivate thousands of supporters into building the 
necessary movement to stop the BNP. 

Our online effort has already received the backing of the 
three TUCs in those regions, all of which have agreed to 
encourage unions to sign up supporters. 

The email operation will only be one part of our online 
campaign. For too long we have lagged behind the BNP in 


making use of the internet more generally. A meeting of anti- 
fascist bloggers is to be held to discuss a more co-ordinated 
approach and regional pages will soon be appearing on the 
HOPE not hate website. 

Unfortunately the Blue State Digital link does not come cheap 
and that is why, despite the gloomy economic times, we are 
launching a fundraising campaign for £20,000 (see back page). 

Given the new online tools that will be available to us we 
really do believe that the Blue State Digital technology is 
worth every penny. Obama was able to infuse and mobilise his 
supporters by online campaigning. We hope to do the same. 


meeting, where all major student union 
policy for the university is passed. 

We decided the best way to get 
students excited about this campaign was 
by using online media and a highly visual 
campus campaign culminating in coating 
the union in a thousand yellow balloons, 
banners and posters with the slogan 
“Beat the BNP”. 

Aside from politically appeasing 
different factions, spreading the HOPE 
not hate message and creating a real 
buzz, Yellow Wednesday was the first 
time in the three years that we have been 
studying at Manchester that the entire 
campus was united around one issue. 
There was a real atmosphere around 
university to the point where our 


campaign was being discussed simply 
everywhere. From the buses to the 
supermarket, everyone wanted to know 
what was going to happen on Yellow 
Wednesday. 

When Wednesday came around, the 
general meeting room was flooded 
with people. We knew we had done it. 
Though there was plenty of debate, real 
preparation ensured we made a 
convincing case and our motion was 
overwhelmingly supported. 

Yellow Wednesday is just the start of 
our campaign to register as many 
students as possible to vote next June. 
We hope we have inspired students at 
other universities to join us in the fight 
against the BNP. 
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USW organiser Lindsay 
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Nick Lowles on the need for unions to adopt a greater 
engagement strategy with their members 


IN LAST MONTH'S Searchlight I 
looked at the possible ramifications of 
an economic downturn. As _ the 
economy floundered and _ financial 
insecurity grew, I argued, people would 
become more susceptible to the BNP’s 
racist scapegoating and nowhere would 
this play out more than in the 
workplace. Eastern European and non- 
white migrant workers, international 
aid and positive discrimination would 
all increasingly become targets for the 
BNP and other racists. 

Trade unions will once again find 
themselves in the front line of the 
struggle. Not only have they 
consistently and proudly confronted 
racism and fascism over the years, but 
they will have to deal with the divisive 
impact the BNP message will have on 
their membership. Blaming other 
sections of the workforce, possibly 
even your shopfloor colleague, will 
automatically undermine the strength 
of the union and its ability to organise. 

There is a question, however, over how 
unions take on racism and the BNP. 
Sometimes this is a political, sometimes 
organisational — often it is both. 

All unions deal with workplace 
racism and most support wider anti- 
BNP campaigning in one form or 
another. Their education departments 
run sessions on countering racism and it 
is union funds that largely keep 


organisations such as HOPE not hate 
and Unite Against Fascism afloat. 

However, more could be done with 
their own members. Unions in the 
United States have a more direct 
approach. In addition to mailings from 
national and regional levels, there is 
greater stress on engaging directly with 
their members. There are workplace 
meetings and member-to-member 
telephone and doorstep canvassing. 

Searchlight recently led a 15-strong 
group of trade unionists, community 
activists and faith group leaders to the 
United States to look at union and 
political campaigning shortly before the 
Presidential election. In Philadelphia 
we saw an impressive Labor-to-Labor 
operation in which unions telephone 
canvassed over 100,000 members in the 
city and visited the households of 
80,000 members and their families. 
On election day itself; over 5,000 trade 
unionists were out on the streets 
campaigning in that city alone. 

And all this was totally separate from 
the even bigger Obama campaign. 

In some of the small steel towns in 
Pittsburgh we accompanied the United 
Steelworkers on their Steel Blitz for 
Obama. Addressing virtually all-white 
audiences in religiously conservative 
America, the USW confronted the 
issue of racism head on and, most 
interestingly, linked it directly to the 


economic issues facing their members 
and communities. 

I believe that this is something too 
often overlooked in Britain. Too much 
of our anti-racism, both by unions and 
anti-racist campaigning bodies, is 
divorced from the daily struggles of 
unions and their members. Too much 
of traditional anti-fascism has likewise 
been seen as a quite separate issue from 
wider issues affecting unions. 

Somehow, anti-racism and 
campaigning against the BNP is seen as 
a distraction from union business or 
even a luxury that they cannot afford. 
In other instances, some union officers 
are too ready to fight racism by 
the rulebook rather than challenge the 
political arguments. 

This has to change, especially at a 
time when the economy is contracting. 
We are never going to peel union 
members away from the BNP if we do 
not engage directly with them, however 
difficult or uncomfortable this may 
sometimes be. We are not going to 
interest members unless we make the 
connection with their more apparent 
needs and issues. 

This will not always be easy. 
I always remember a training session I 
ran for GMB stewards in Barking 
and Dagenham where we actually 
encouraged them to speak openly about 
race and immigration. One 50-year-old 
steward commented that this was the 
first time in his life that he had actually 
been encouraged to discuss these issues. 
It was not the easiest of discussions but 
this man found it liberating and has 
remained active with us ever since. 

There are some really good local and 
national initiatives already taking place 
around the country but they are too few 
and far between. What needs to happen 
is a sea-change in thinking from the 
centre and that means adopting a more 
direct, bottom up, organising approach 
to unionism. 

Trade Union Friends of Searchlight is 
keen to play its role. We will shortly be 
producing an anti-BNP Toolkit for 
unions, hosting a UK tour in February 
by two US trade union organisers, and 
encouraging unions to adopt a greater 
engagement with their members. 

Unions have a proud record of 


_ fighting fascism but more could be 


done. By adopting a more integrated 
and direct approach unions will not 
only challenge racism in the workplace 
but reduce the threat in the wider 
community. < 


‘Lam a trade unionist. 
l oppose fascism’ 


Jason Hunter, a Unison officer in the North West, makes an 


impassioned defence of trade union anti-fascism 


rade unions are proud to 

challenge the extremism of the 

far right which threatens 

hatred and division in our 
communities. We have always had a 
social conscience and we've always 
fought for a better deal for those least 
able to fight for themselves. So it is 
wholly natural that our activists 
oppose racism, bigotry and the 
politics of hate with a _ passion. 
Whenever the politics of hate 
threaten, we get stuck in. 

Racism has been described by a 
leading UNISON activist in this region, 
who experienced it at school, as “the 
cowardly politics of the school bully” — 
something that no one should have to 
endure. However, the far right would 
stereotype us as ignoring real “bread 
and butter issues” and concentrating 
only on protecting minorities to the 
disadvantage of most of our members. 

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. It is not just that unions oppose 
racism because some of our members 
are directly affected. As racism is 
arbitrary unfair treatment, the very thing 
unions were founded to challenge for all 
workers, it is unthinkable that we would 
do other than oppose it. We stand up 
to those with power and influence to 
find real solutions to our members’ 
problems. We also reject the divisiveness 
of racists that would weaken the unity 
we need to defend and improve 
members’ terms and conditions. 

Indeed, we oppose the politics of 
hate because it is in the interests of all 
our members. 

Unions are particularly strong 
among public service workers, the 
very people who have to put back 
together societies broken by racist or 
sectarian division. The fire fighters, 
police support staff and the health 
workers are directly hit by violent 
explosions, such as those in the 2001 
disturbances in Oldham and Burnley. 


We further see blaming minorities 
for everything as a cowardly substitute 
for challenging those with real power 
to address the real problems with 
which we deal every day. 

However, our commitment goes even 
deeper than that. This is a “bread and 
butter” matter for unions. We are only as 
strong as our members. Our influence 
to get the better terms and conditions 
our members deserve depends on our 
having a high and growing member- 
ship. We have to recruit all workers; we 
pick and choose at our peril. Yet where 
we do recruit all workers our bargaining 
power grows and we get treated 
seriously as we deserve. 

To exclude people from membership, 
as the BNP would have us do, on the 
grounds of race, or other arbitrary 
reasons would give a green light to bad 
employers to squeeze unions out and 
just employ, and exploit, those whom 
the far right would have us abandon. 
This would be bad for all workers. 
Yet this is just what the BNP want. 

When the BNP recently condemned 
the TUC for working with Polish unions 
to stop what Paul Routledge, in the 
Daily Mirror, calls “bastard employers” 
cruelly exploiting migrants, they 
condemned this as _ treacherous. 
They know that if we fail to get decent 
minimum conditions for all, unions 
would be weakened. But this is 
precisely what they want. Unionised 
workers out of work, migrants blamed 
and a rising tide of hatred from which 
only the BNP will benefit. The far right 
are not just enemies of those they hate, 
they are the enemies of all workers. 

In the NHS and other key services 
that have depended on migrant labour 
from abroad due to chronic skills 
shortages, it would be suicidal for 
trade unions not to organise all 
workers. BNP policies would cause 
these services to collapse, if people 
they target are driven out. 


If the far right become 
mainstream, extreme 
anti-union policies will 
result. The extremists hate 
unions with a vengeance as 
we stand up for workers of all 
backgrounds and deny them 
the chance to divide people. 
Their Fiihrerprinzip and auto- 
cratic nature, which they 
share with all rightwing 
bigots, would bring 
them in to conflict 
with unions. It’s no 
accident that all dictators attack 
unions first as we have the means to 
organise people to resist them. 

However, as much as anything, 
unions reject the BNP claims to be the 
only ones listening to the white 
working class. Union activists spend 
their lives knee deep in the problems 
of all workers. That we do not always 
succeed quickly against difficult and 
complex problems is twisted by the 
fascists to imply we are not fit for 
purpose. Yet a cursory glance at their 
record as councillors indicates the 
disaster that would befall workers if 
we had to rely on them. 

Unions are getting on with it. For 
example UNISON is currently winning 
rises for low-paid contractors bringing 
them into line with NHS wages. All 
major national pay claims are bottom 
loaded to get more for the lower paid. 
Also unions have found that the lessons 
learned from challenging racism can 
be applied to benefit all workers. 
Challenging discrimination against 
women, disabled workers, and on the 
basis of age, challenging bullying or 
low pay, can benefit all workers at some 


_stage of their lives, and pioneering 


work against racism helps us develop 
our strategies to fight all inequality. 
Unions unreservedly campaign 


against unfair discrimination and stand 
for full equality and fairness for all. ~<a 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight: Feature _ 


~ THE NUMBERS GAME 


Arguably the most intensive local campaign in the London elections was carried out 
in Hackney. John Page of Hackney TUC explains how their campaigning increased 


turnout and built lasting links with the local community. 


HACKNEY IS AN inner London 
borough, with familiar problems. 
There is long-term decay in the aging 
housing stock and elevated levels of 
crime, unemployment, poverty and 
deprivation. Hackney’s population is 
also highly transient, with very few 
people “Hackney born and_ bred”. 
Despite this, or perhaps because of it, 
Hackney is a vibrant multicultural 
working class community. 

The Hackney Trades Union Council 
(HTUC) has existed for over 100 years 
and has a proud tradition of anti- 
fascist work. People in Hackney don't 
vote BNP, but then again they 
don’t tend to vote for anyone. As we 
approached the May 2008 London 
elections, HTUC recognised we had a 
job to do. We needed to mobilise the 
maximum voting participation by 
Hackney residents in an attempt to 
dilute the BNP vote in the outer 
London boroughs. 

Hackney has a myriad of community 
and local groups, many of whom have at 
some stage been funded by the local 
authority (but the majority no longer 
are). Others are faith or campaign 
groups. Over the past ten years, the local 
authority has become less and less 
sympathetic to community groups. 
It has cut funding and often seen 
community groups that have challenged 
their policies as part of the problem 
rather than part of the solution. 

In seeking to mobilise a voter 
registration and participation campaign 
HTUC had a number of advantages. 
We are a well respected and permanent 
part of the community. We have worked 
with faith and community groups on 
specific campaigns (most notably anti- 
racist campaigns and campaigns to 
protect council services from closure). 

We devised a campaign strategy 
based on the following principles. 


Appropriate to our resources 

As a voluntary organisation without 
paid staff, and with most of our activists 
already heavily stretched, we needed to 


organise in a manner that did not 
overburden our people. 


‘Fire alarm’ 

We believed that the communities in 
Hackney are instinctively anti-fascist. 
We did not need to explain that the BNP 
were fascist and undemocratic, we just 
needed to alert people to the fact that if 
they did not vote they were making it 
easier for the BNP to get elected. 


‘Organising model’ 

As trade unionists we were familiar with 
the “organising model”, which prioritises 
active involvement, informal networks 
and listening to individuals’ concerns 
(rather than necessarily seeking to 
convince them of our views). It also 
involves asking supporters to undertake 
small tasks and reviewing whether 
these had been done. Perhaps most 
importantly we saw every supporter as a 
potential organiser who should take on 
responsibility for mobilising their street, 
workplace or community organisation. 


Use existing community 
networks 

It was not our intention to create some 
new anti-fascist structure, we were 
concerned with mobilising activity. 
Consequently we sought to use existing 
community networks. We believed that 
by working with existing groups (many 
of whom we probably would not agree 
with over a range of issues) we would 
get the message out deeper into the 
community than if we only worked 
within our own constituency. 


Clear strategic objective 

We were very clear that our strategic 
objective was to obtain widespread 
endorsement for a full page advert we 
planned to place in the Hackney Gazette 
and for this to reflect every corner of our 
community. We also wanted the 
endorsees to commit to using their own 
networks and communication methods 
to send out the alarm message regarding 
the elections. 


Active campaigning 

Alongside the lobbying we were 
determined to create a feeling of a 
“movement”. To this end we urged 
supporters to participate in voter 
registration initiatives, in particular the 
distribution door to door (and through 
other channels) of appropriate publicity 
from the national campaign groups. 


Getting started 

The first thing we did was to draw 
up a battle plan. We obtained a 
comprehensive list of community and 
faith groups in the borough and emailed 
them, and we wrote to all our affiliates 
and every councillor and_ election 
candidate. We targeted “opinion 
formers”, including faith leaders from 
the Jewish and Muslim communities, 
the “black majority” churches, political 
“leaders”, housing and community 
campaigners. 

In some of these groups we already 
had contacts. For others we sought to 
identify people who had influence with 
these leaders and tried to set up one-to- 
one discussions to get them on board. 

HTUC’s relationship with the 
Labour council leadership had been 
poisoned when the Labour group 
implemented fiercely contested cuts in 
services and attacks on the terms and 
conditions of the council workforce. 
While we could rely on individual 
members of the Labour Party to 
support us, there was no guarantee 
that the Labour Party would mobilise 
behind the initiative. However, because 
of Hackney’s particular local circum- 
stances, the HTUC had _ influence 
among a number of Tory and Liberal 
councillors who have a long history of 
anti-fascism, including some old street 
fighters. We made sure we got these 
people signed up early. This made it 


_more difficult for elements in the 


Labour establishment in Hackney to 
boycott the initiative and eventually the 
Labour Party swung behind us. 

Once we had cross party political 
support, we found it far easier to 


Ae 


convince community leaders that this 
was not a cunning “party political 
initiative” and we started to build an 
impressive list of endorsees. 

After the Labour Party was officially 
behind the initiative, the support we 
received from both officials and rank 
and file members was_ substantial. 
One highly respected Labour councillor 
very active in the borough's interfaith 
dialogue group worked tirelessly to get 
support from local faith leaders. 

Despite this impressive list of “opinion 
formers”, we had to get our message out 
to where it was needed: the disengaged 
voters and potential voters of Hackney. 
We issued press releases and sent letters 
to the Hackney Gazette. We started a 
regular “email cascade” to our supporters 
asking them to take various actions and, 
most importantly, forward these emails 
to their friends, neighbours, workmates 
and family as well as through any 
community networks of which they 


were part. This meant that our campaign 
messages were getting out far beyond 
our own contact list. 

We also used our website and a 
Facebook group. The Facebook group 
was particularly important as it attracted 
over 150 members, the vast majority 
young and unknown to us. It meant 
we reached a different constituency to 
the established community groups. 
We also prepared a number of standard 
articles about the election, the voting 
process and the need for people in 
Hackney to participate, these were 
republished in trade union, community 
and faith newsletters. 


Weekend of Hope 

One major initiative we were involved 
in was the “weekend of hope” in mid- 
March. We organised a “public 
meeting” on the Thursday before, and 
invited all our supporters to attend. We 
had a small number of speakers 
outlining our campaign plans. However 
we were very clear that this was an 
organising meeting. We therefore split 
people up according to their ward and 
got them to select a ward co-ordinator 
and plan, there and then, how to 
distribute tens of thousands of the 
Searchlight/Daily Mirror newspaper, 
and other materials in their ward. 
By the end of the meeting 40,000 
newspapers and leaflets had been 
allocated for distribution over the 
weekend. 

Over the next few days we actually 
needed to reorder materials as our 
ability to deliver them outstripped 
our expectations. 

We created a database of every street 
and estate in the borough and we 
insisted that when streets were 
completed this was reported back to us. 
We encouraged our _ individual 
supporters to deliver leaflets in one or 
two streets near their homes. In this way 
we managed to get anti-fascist material 
through the majority of doors in 
Hackney. At the same time Searchlight 


AGAINST FASCISM 


materials were being handed out in 
churches, mosques and synagogues as 
well as through trade union branches. 


BNP adverts 

Our greatest challenge came when we 
were informed that the owners of the 
Hackney Gazette were planning to run a 
BNP advert. We had just a few days to 
mobilise to stop this, and we understood 
fully that letters of protest from our 
500 supporters, or delegations from 
political or religious leaders would not 
be sufficient. 

After careful consideration we targeted 
local newsagents, the majority of whom 
are from ethnic minority communities. 

We produced a standard letter for 
newsagents to fax to the publishers 
which stated simply if they published 
the BNP advert then the newsagent 
would cancel their order for the Gazette. 
We urged all our supporters to talk to 
their own newsagent and urge them 
to send the fax. As with all our activity 
we asked people to report back their 
level of success. Every newsagent 
approached agreed to support us and 
the publishers were inundated with 
faxes from newsagents who intended to 
keep their shops free of fascist 
propaganda. The Gazette did not run 
the adverts and its journalists (who 
were horrified at the prospect) were 
overjoyed at what we had achieved. 
This support from the journalists made 
it easier to get anti-fascist news stories 
into the paper. 


Results 

Detailed analysis of the election results 
showed that Hackney’ voter 
participation had increased and we had 
the lowest vote for the BNP anywhere 
in London. Unfortunately, it was not 
enough to keep the BNP out of City 


” Hall, but it was a clear lesson for other 


trades councils about the power we have 
if we work with community groups and 
are prepared to use cross party alliances 
to break out of our comfort zone. —~ 
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The Employment Bill: the fight goes on 


By Nick Lowles 


DESPITE THE BEST EFFORTS of 
thousands of people and 14 trade 
unions we were unable to persuade the 
Government to alter the clause of 
the Employment Bill dealing with the 
expulsion of fascists from unions. 

An amendment, backed __ by 
Searchlight and the Trade Union Group 
of MPs, and tabled by Tony Lloyd, called 
for the removal of clause 19 (previously 
clause 18) and the repeal of section 174 
of the Trade Union and Labour 
Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992. 

The move to discard section 174 
emerged after legal experts decided that 
even the original clause 18, flawed as it 
was, failed to enforce the ruling from 
the European Court of Human Rights, 
which said that unions should be able to 
determine their own membership 
criteria. In ASLEF v UK the ECtHR 
made clear at paragraph 39: 

“Article 11 cannot be interpreted as 
imposing an obligation on associations 
or organisations to admit whosever 
wishes to join ... By way of example, it is 
uncontroversial that religious bodies 
and political parties can generally 
regulate their membership to include 
only those who share their beliefs and 
ideals. Similarly, the right to join a 
union ‘for the protection of his interests’ 
cannot be interpreted as conferring a 
general right to join the union of one’s 
choice irrespective of the rules of the 
union: in the exercise of their rights 
under Article 11(1) unions must 
remain free to decide, in accordance 
with union rules, questions concerning 


the admission to and expulsion from 
the union.” 

Clause 18 fell short in addressing this 
ruling. According to Thompsons 
Solicitors, who took the ASLEF case to 
the European Court, “the current 
Clause 18 will mark a continued 
unjustified interference with trade 
union freedom of association and 
autonomy, contrary to Article 11. It is 
likely to result in more successful claims 
against unions by far right parties and 
by unions against the Government.” 

Searchlight, the unions, MPs and 
Thompsons all lobbied Pat McFadden, 
the Government Minister leading 
on this Bill, but to no avail. 
The Government claimed that the 
legislation was sufficient to incorporate 
the European Court ruling into British 
law, but dozens of MPs, unions and 
every external legal opinion thought 
otherwise. 

With the Government refusing to 
budge, the amendment was not even 
put to the vote, after the Opposition 
also indicated its resistance so making 
any vote unwinnable. 

However, all is not lost. Searchlight 
has been advised by barristers from 
Cloisters that a challenge to the Bill in 
the High Court is possible. Under s4(2) 
of the Human Rights Act 1998 the 
High Court can declare that a provision 
of primary legislation is incompatible 
with a Convention right. If it makes 
such a declaration the Government 
would be instructed to introduce 
amending legislation. Alternatively, if 


the High Court rules in the 
Government’s favour then at least 
unions would have the necessary legal 
confidence to move to expel known 
BNP members, something that is 
clearly lacking at the moment. 

We are now contacting unions to 
discuss a possible High Court 
challenge. 

Searchlight was heartened by the 
strength of support from trade 
unionists. Several thousand people, 
most of whom were totally new to 
Searchlight, signed our online petition 
and dozens contacted their MPs. 

A letter to The Guardian in support of 
Tony Lloyd’s amendment was signed by 
a dozen trade union leaders. 

While the fight to overturn what is 
widely regarded as inadequate 
legislation will continue, it is also 
important to learn some of the lessons 
of this campaign. Searchlight was only 
alerted to the shortcomings in the Bill 
in mid-October, by which time it had 
almost completed its passage through 
both Houses of Parliament. It was a 
case of too little too late. TUFS, as well 
as many of the supporting unions, have 
vowed to move faster next time. 

The Searchlight campaign was 
supported by Unite, GMB, Unison, 
USDAW, ASLEF, RMT, TSSA, PFA, 
POA, Community, UCATT, PCS, 
NASUWT, GFTU ~= 


heinstate 


Taking the fight 
against the BNP 
into the workplace 


Trade unions have long been at 
the forefront of the campaign 


With the economy 
deteriorating, it is more 
important than ever that we 
prevent the BNP from 
spreading tts racist poison. 

I wholeheartedly support the 
HOPE not hate campaign and 


(Unite and Searchlight have 
worked well together on the Hope 
Not Hate community-based 
campaigns. I would encourage our 
branches to affiliate to Trade 
Union Friends of Searchlight and 


join the local campaigns to beat 


against fascism but now, with would urge all branches to the BNP 
Britain heading into recession and affiliate to Trade Union Tetons 
workers feeling more insecure, Friends of Searchlizht. 3 
their involvement is more of 8 Unite, Joint 


important than ever. 

Trade Union Friends of 
Searchlight exists to support 
unions. We can provide advice, 
highlight good practice and alert 
unions to the activities of far-right 
parties. 

TUFS has exposed the activities 


Unison, General Secretary 


(The need to organise 
against the fascists will 
never go away and so 


Dave Rees General Secretary 


wo 


In this difficult economic climate, the 
BNP will hope to exploit peoples 
worries, by blaming immigrants for 

example. We must do whatever we can 

to expose the BNP’ rotten politics, and 


of the BNP scab union, Solidarity, GMB will continue its explain the risk they pose to trade 
initiated a campaign to repeal work with Trade Union unions and the solidarity we strive for. 
sections of the Employment Bill Friends of Searchlight 


and run courses for union activists. 
We shall shortly be producing a 
DVD and union Toolkit to help 
unions fight the far right. 

To help support our work and 
ensure that we have the resources 
necessary to fight the BNP please 
affiliate to TUFS - YOUR BACKING 
IS VITAL. 


The activities of the BNP and the far right 
prey on fear and insecurity and seek to divide 
working people against each other — and at a 
time of economic crisis, it is more vital than 
ever to counter their vile propaganda and 
efforts to win votes. Searchlight has long 
played a crucial role in exposing the true 
nature of racism and fascism and the 
activities of the BNP and other ‘far-right 
groups. Trade Union Friends of Searchlight is 
a vital link that helps Searchlight to 
maintain that vital role, and it is important 
that union branches affiliate 
and give it all the practical 
help and assistance they can. >) 
Bob Crow 
RMT, General Secretary 


and continue its total 
opposition and intolerance 
to all forms of hatred and 
cruelty towards people. ¥ 
Paul Kenny 

GMB, General Secretary 


I urge trade unionists to involve 
themselves fully in supporting 
campaigns against the far right, 
wherever and however they can. 
Mark Serwotka 
PCS, General Secretary 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Union 


National/regional/branch (please specify) 


Contact name 
Position 
Address 
Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) 
Email 


Affiliation rates per year: Branch/region £50, national trade unions 
under 50,000 members £75, 50,000-100,000 members £100, 
100,000-500,000 members £150, more than 500,000 members £200, 
Cheques payable to Searchlight 


BNP supporter density by 
local authority 


l BNP members per district 
LJ 1to 5 (11 districts) 

5 to 25 (207 districts) 
B25 to 100 (147 districts) 
W100 to 200 (7 districts) 
HB 200 to 263 (1 districts) 
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All you fascists: 
(top to bottom) 
Tommy Williams, 
David Blezard, 
John Shearer, 
David Probert, 
Michael Shore, 
Warren Glass, 
Neil Keilty, 
David Kerr, 
Richard Edmonds, 
Adrian Woods, 
Paul Thompson, 
Mark Payne and 
Adrian Marsden 


Far from proving that the BNP’s members represent the best 
of middle England, in the words of its leader Nick Griffin, the 
list is a who’s who in extremism and criminality. It includes: 


ANDREW WELLS (Blackburn): iM 
A notorious football hooligan ‘ 


and known drug dealer who last | 


month was convicted of on ee 


paedophilia. & ae 
IAN HINDLE (Blackburn): — 
Was convicted of having sex with 

a 14-year-old along with Wells. 


TOMMY WILLIAMS (Sheffield): 
Convicted drug dealer who has Andrew Wells and lan Hindle 


provided security for Nick Griffin. 


DAVID BLEZARD (Blackpool): Local party official and former Manchester City 
football thug, whose hooligan exploits have been recorded in Chubby 
Henderson's Who Wants It? 


JOHN SHEARER (Oldham): His drug conviction and links to C18 haven't 
stopped him acting as a bodyguard to Griffin. 


DAVID PROBERT (Oldham): Former National Front thug who was convicted 
of sending excreta to political opponents through the post. 


MICHAEL SHORE (Hinckley): Former leader of the openly nazi National 
Socialist Alliance, which acted as the political wing of the terror group 
Combat 18. 


WARREN GLASS (Farnborough): BNP organiser and former Combat 18 heavy 
who has also been linked to loyalist terror groups. 


NEIL KEILTY (Birmingham): Convicted football hooligan and Combat 18 thug, 
who has also acted as bodyguard to Griffin. 


DAVID KERR (Glasgow): A Glasgow Rangers football hooligan with past links 
to Combat 18. 


RICHARD EDMONDS (London): On the BNP’s Advisory Council despite being 
one of Britain’s foremost Holocaust deniers. 


MARK COLLETT (Leeds): BNP tid 
director of publicity despite praising 
Hitler and Nazi Germany ona 

Channel 4 documentary. 


ADRIAN WOODS (Langley Mill): 

Former National Front, Combat 18 

and Surrey Border Front activist, 

who more recently led a nazi drum 

corps band. 

PAUL THOMPSON (Darlington): 

Convicted hooligan and C18 thug 

who was involved in an attack on rf 

a bookshop. Nick Griffin with Mark Collett 


MARK PAYNE (Rugby): A former 

BNP deputy treasurer, Payne used to run a nazi book club, 14 Words Books 
(UK), and even changed his name to Mark Matthews after the US nazi terrorist 
Robert Matthews. 


MARTIN GLASGOW (Chesterfield): Has recently been convicted of racially 
aggravated assault. 


GEORGE COX (Bristol): The South West contact for the openly Nazi November 
9th Society. 


ADRIAN MARSDEN (Halifax): BNP Yorkshire organiser with several 
convictions plus a violent past as a football hooligan and Combat 18 thug. 


More names of extremists and convicts will appear on our Real Face of 
the BNP section on the Searchlight website www.hopenothate.org.uk. 


| iInvesigaion  ##== =—™ | 
_ UKIP rejects electoral 


David Williams reports on the BNP’s latest 
shenanigans to subvert the United Kingdom 


Independence Party. 


There were scenes of (comparatively) 
high drama at the UK Independence 
Party National Executive (NEC) 
meeting in Whitehall on 3 November. 

To the astonishment of those present, 
Buster Mottram, the former British 
tennis star, presented the UKIP 
leadership with a tentative plan for an 
electoral pact with the British National 
Party ahead of next year’s European 
elections. The plan would have let the 
BNP stand in the north, giving the 
UKIP free reign in the south. Mottram 
was not a member of the NEC but is a 
well known “face” in the party, so no one 
thought to ask him what he was doing 
there before he rose to speak. An angry 
and embarrassed UKIP leadership 
rejected the proposal out of hand. 

Mottram was asked to leave, he 
refused and the police were called. 
He was later expelled from the party. 
That Mottram had been welcomed in 
the UKIP in the first place is slightly 
surprising, given his well known 
flirtation with the National Front in 
the 1970s. “I hope Enoch Powell will 
never die, just as his namesake in the 
Bible never died,” he once stated. 
Mottram is not a BNP member but 
“we would welcome him if he were to 
join,” gushed Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, afterwards. 

Mottram was not alone in receiving 
his marching orders that evening. 
Martin Haslam, Eric Edmonds and 
Dr David Abbott were all expelled. 
Haslam was the deputy treasurer; the 
other two were NEC members whom 
Nigel Farage MEP, the party leader, 
branded “agitators”, which by 
implication linked them to Mottram’s 
expulsion. Abbott issued an angry 


statement, gleefully reprinted on the 
BNP website, in which he emphatically 
denied that his expulsion had anything 
to do with Mottram’s proposal. He went 
on to accuse the UKIP of breaking its 
own rules and charged Farage with a 
litany of misdemeanours including 
“total amorality, bullying, adultery, and 
drunkenness, vengefulness and lying”. 

Abbott had already survived an earlier 
revelation that he had donated money 
to the BNP through its former US front 
group, the American Friends of the 
BNP, a move he conceded later was 
“naive” and “mad”. 

Commenting on Mottram’s proposal 
in the wake of the meeting, Farage 
appeared to relish the opportunity to 
tear into the BNP. “There are no 
circumstances, no possible situations, in 
which we would even consider doing 
any type of deal with the BNP 
whatsoever,” Farage told the BBC. 
‘Im simply amazed that the BNP 
thought we would even consider such a 
thing, given that we are a non-racist, 
non-sectarian party.” 

Asked why the BNP might have 
thought the UKIP would consider the 
offer, Farage said there had been a 
concerted attempt over many months to 
infiltrate the party and demoralise its 
members. The purpose was to convince 
them that the party had no future 
without an electoral pact with the 
BNP, which would only have benefited 
the BNP in the long term. The UKIP 
had identified these “infiltrators” and 
was on the verge of expelling them. 
When they discovered this they 
“panicked” and “played their trump 
card,” claimed Farage. Mottram, the 
group's spokesman, “must have been off 


_ co-operation with the UKIP was out of 


his chump if he thought any of us 
would take it seriously,” stated 
Farage, for whom the overture 
reeked of “desperation” and a 
“publicity stunt.” < 
Whatever the truth about the 

alleged infiltration plot, Farage’s 
analysis appears well founded. 
The BNP is certainly extremely eager to 
find a way to neutralise the UKIP, 
which presents an imposing obstacle to 
its European ambitions. The BNP is 
also keen to reap the maximum amount 
of exposure from a calculated piece 
of mischief-making which Griffin 
concedes had very little chance of being 
taken seriously. 

The offer was no idle flight of fancy 
on Mottram’s part, however. The BNP 
claimed that Mottram was “merely the 
messenger” for a group of “senior 
UKIP members” who had approached 
the BNP. Whether true or not, what 
is not in doubt is that before the NEC 
meeting Mottram consulted Richard 
Barnbrook, who thus emerges as the 
hapless broker of the subsequent 
debacle, which had Griffins \ 

) _ 
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sanction. His endorsement of 
such a scheme was no doubt 
bewildering to many BNP 
activists who are forever being told 
that the UKIP is an MI5-run operation 
to neutralise anti-EU sentiment. 
It represents a sudden turnaround. 
Not long ago Griffin wrote an article 
in Identity stating categorically that 


the question. 

Griffin tried to portray his ideological 
incoherence as high-minded prag- 
matism to bewildered BNP activists in 
the south of England, who must have 


pact with BNP 


(CUKIP accept f*"ing anyone. At the end of the day 
it’s a racial thing. We're the BNP, we are who we are 
because of race. We don't want blacks here. 


Tony Lecomber, former BNP group development officer, 


Nigel Farage, MEP, 
leader of the UKIP 


been particularly irked to learn from the 
newspapers that Griffin had rendered 
their preparations for the 2009 
European elections redundant with 
no consultation. 

Unperturbed, Griffin issued a 
statement lamenting that if only the 
UKIP had had the foresight to adopt 
his proposal “the nation” would have 
benefited from “a slate of anti-EU 
MEPs”. More to the point, were it not 
for the short-sightedness and self- 
interest of the UKIP, which now 
faced electoral “execution”, the pact 
would have “virtually guaranteed” 
the BNP four or five seats in 
Brussels, claimed Griffin. Even so, 
the BNP would still win three 
European seats, while the UKIP 
would be consigned to the 
dustbin of history. 

In a particularly amusing 
display of chutzpah Griffin also 
attacked the UKIP leadership 
for being financially corrupt 

and anti-democratic, in 

short a mirror image of his 
own leadership of the BNP. 

Somewhat bizarrely Griffin 
accused Farage of allowing 
Mottram to say his piece so that he 
could use it as a pretext for expelling 
his critics. While attacking the 
leadership, Griffin praised the “decent” 
UKIP rank-and-file in the hope 
of wooing them towards the BNP. 
After all, despite no longer being the 

force it once was, the UKIP still 

eclipses the BNP in terms of 
membership and money. 

Griffin’s analysis of the UKIP is 
extraordinarily simplistic and presumes 
that the two parties stand for the same 


principles. There are of course common 
features but also a genuine ideological 
gulf that is not so easily surmounted. 
Although it not always immediately 
apparent, the UKIP, which is renowned 
for its little England xenophobia, is 
essentially underpinned by a civic rather 
than a racial conception of the nation. 
Or to put it another way: “UKIP accept 
f**ing anyone. At the end of the day it’s 
a racial thing. We're the BNP, we are 
who we are because of race. We don't 
want blacks here.” That charming 
synopsis came from Tony Lecomber, 
the former BNP group development 
officer, who, in his own inimitable style 
hit the nail on the head while trying to 
explain the difference between the two 
parties to an Observer journalist during 
the 2004 European election campaign. 
It is equally plausible — although not 
in Griffins mind — that if the UKIP 
does collapse, its members will scuttle 
back to a resurgent Conservative Party 
or leave politics altogether rather than 
embrace a full-throated racist party. 
Whatever the future holds, in the 
short term Griffin has failed in his bid 
to subvert the UKIP ahead of the 
European elections. To give him credit 
it would appear that, despite Griffin’s 
own admonishment to the contrary, it 
was Farage who put nation above party 
when he refused outright to 
countenance a pact with the BNP 
despite the fact that such an unholy 
union would in all likelihood have been 


profitable for the UKIP. However, 


Farage at least had the strategic good 
sense to realise that the ultimate 
beneficiaries would be the BNP and 
that at least is something to be thankful 
for. ~= 


Home news 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 
British National Party councillors around the country. 

If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Barnbrook PA comes under fire 


THE PUBLICATION on 
the internet of the list of 
British National Party 
members and other contacts 
inevitably shone the media 
spotlight on the BNP’s 
presence at London's City 
Hall. The Times caught up 
with Simon Darby (pictured), 
the party’s media spokesman, 
who is on the Greater London 


Authority payroll as a_ part-time 
personal assistant to Richard 
Barnbrook, the BNP’s London 


Assembly member. 

Admitting that he did often carry 
out BNP business at his City Hall 
office, Darby told The Times: 
“Whatever time I use there for the 
BNP, I have to make up. I don’t use up 
paper. I use my own laptop.” 

Darby, who is contracted to work 
22 hours a week for the GLA, and is 
also the BNP’s deputy leader and West 
Midlands organiser, denied that the 
office is a useful resource for his media 
role, though numerous videos and 


photos shot in the BNP 
» office, on the roof of 
| City Hall or on the pave- 
ment outside attest to 

his eagerness to exploit his 
presence there for the 
party’s benefit. 

The GLA confirmed that 
staff were not allowed to use 
City Hall resources for political 
campaigning. Employees earning 
less than about 435,000 were not 
restricted from being politically active 
but work unrelated to their job had to 
be carried out in their own time. 

The Times also spent time with 
Barnbrook in Barking and Dagenham, 
where he combines his London 
Assembly role with being a local 
councillor. Martin Fletcher had the 
dubious pleasure of being invited back 
to Barnbrook’s “bachelor pad”, a house 
with a “large Union Jack and Cross of 
St George hanging from two flag-poles 
on the front”. 

Barnbrook predicted that the BNP 


would win three or four MPs at the next 


general election and have 60 seats by 
2013 or 2014. Fletcher concluded that 
Barnbrook inhabited a different world. 

Fletcher also tackled Barnbrook on 
his much reported fondness for alcohol. 
Barnbrook admitted that he used to 
drink “three or four pints a night”, but 
said he had “virtually stopped”. 
Afterwards Fletcher and Barnbrook 
walked to the station together. “When 
we part,” wrote Fletcher, “he enters a 
convenience store. I linger to make a call 
and spot him leaving the shop empty- 
handed. He goes round the corner. 
A few minutes later I see him walking 
home. Around the corner I find an off- 
licence, and the staff tell me that 
Mr Barnbrook bought four large bottles 
of cider and Guinness.” 

In a telephone call later Barnbrook 
assured him that the drink was for 
visitors. “I have no reason to doubt 
him,” Fletcher wrote, “but the vignette 
hints at the much wider problem with 
today’s sanitised, repackaged BNP 
leadership and its claims to 
respectability: what can you believe?” 


Councillor arrested 


A BNP COUNCILLOR has been arrested on § 
suspicion of publishing and distributing leaflets © 

| intended to stir up racial hatred. Brian Parker 

| (pictured), who represents Marsden ward on 
| Pendle council, was among four people questioned 
at Burnley police station last month in connection 
__ with an investigation into the distribution in Lancashire 
| of leaflets that blamed Muslims for the heroin trade. 

| In March, Parker and John Rowe, a former BNP election 
| candidate in Burnley, had spoken out in support of the 
| leaflet, which says people should “heap condemnation” 
on Muslims and claims they are responsible for 95% of the 
| heroin trade. 

| The leaflet features a harrowing photograph of 21- 
year-old Rachel Whitear, who was found dead at her 


| 


flat in Exmouth, Devon, in May 2000, 
holding a syringe. Rachel's mother, | 
Pauline Holcroft, said the leaflets were | 

“insulting and offensive’. 
Also arrested was Robin Evans. Elected as one | 
of the earliest BNP councillors in 2002, Evans left | 
the BNP after complaining about the drug dealers 
and football hooligans who dominated his local BNP | 
branch. He also criticised the Burnley BNP councillors as 
useless. He had previously admitted that council business _ 
was “mumbo jumbo’ to him. | 
After leaving the BNP he remained on the council | 
describing himself as a national socialist until he lost his 
seat in 2004. He has now returned to the BNP and is its | 
Blackburn organiser. | 
ad 
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Barnbrook under 
investigation for 
‘false’ claims 


AMID THE MEDIA storm over the 
leaked list Richard Barnbrook learned 
that the Greater London Authority’s 
Monitoring Officer was to investigate 
a complaint that he had broadcast 
“totally false” claims about a series of 
murders in Barking and Dagenham. 

In a video posted on his blog on 24 
September, the BNP Assembly 
member said there had been three 
murders within the past month in 
Barking and Dagenham and criticised 
the GLA for its inaction on knife crime. 

After receiving a complaint that 
Barnbrook’s “lies” had brought his 
position as an elected member into 
disrepute, the GLA’s standards sub- 
committee viewed the footage on 
20 November. Committee members 
agreed it warranted a referral to the 
Monitoring Officer to investigate a 
possible breach of the GLA’s code 
of conduct. 

Barnbrook declined to comment 
on the decision but admitted to 
a journalist that his dyslexia might 
have led him to have “muddled” 
his account. 

The referral came the day after 
Barnbrook received Mayor Boris 
Johnson's written answers his latest 
official questions. As usual Johnson 
gave Barnbrook’s sillier questions 
short shrift. 

Asked whether he had _ any 
objections to celebrating “white 
history month’, one of the BNP’s 
current obsessions, Johnson assured 
Barnbrook that: “Il support — all 
celebrations of the many cultures and 
communities in this magnificently 
diverse city”. Barnbrook was not 
amused. 

Dismissing Barnbrook’s claim that 
elderly residents in Barking and 
Dagenham were disadvantaged 
because of their age, Johnson 
declared: “| am not aware of any 
evidence of Barking and Dagenham’s 
older people being discriminated 
against in housing policy”. 

The best was Johnson's response to 
Barnbrook’s invitation to join him ina 
ceremony to mark St George's day at 
Trafalgar Square. “I am not prepared 
to share a platform with you at this or 
any other event,” said Johnson. 


BNP wins new councillor 


The BNP made a surprise gain in a council 
by-election in Boston, Lincolnshire, on 
13 November. David Owens (pictured) 
won the Boston Fenside ward with 
279 votes, defeating a Boston Bypass 
Independent Party candidate by 138 votes, 
cue in a very low 22% turnout. 

. hiiea He is the only BNP member on Boston 
borough council and brings the BNP’s national councillor total back up to 55. 
Clearly desperate to get elected somewhere, Owens had stood in October in a 
Lincolnshire County Council by-election, coming third. 


Sense and nonsense 

One BNP councillor actually talked some sense last month. With Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, bleating about how his members were facing threatening 
phone calls and worse, what would normally be treated as a minor incident of 
local interest about a suspicious car fire became a national story because it 
occurred in a street where a man on the leaked list lives. 

But Roger Roberts, the BNP’s sole councillor in Kirklees, where the fire 
happened, quickly scuppered the party's attempt to play the victim card. 
Roberts, who represents Heckmondwike, said: “That kind of thing is a regular 
occurrence on that estate. It could be drug dealers or anybody.” 

It soon became clear that he was right, which led the wily Griffin to change 
his tune. Now, he claimed, the media were falsely hyping up the incident to 
“terrify everyone and to incite members of the far left and violent ethnic 
minority groups to think they can go and do as they please”. 


Out of the mind of a thug 
A blogsite linked to Emma Colgate (pictured), the BNP’s 
Thurrock councillor, has posted a sick poll for readers to predict 
the month and year President-elect Barack Obama will be 
assassinated. Obama's victory was greeted with a predictably 
racist tirade from Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, who believes 
Britain and America are about to descend into a race war. 
The racist Thurrock Patriots blog is run by Dave 
Strickson, the BNP’s Thurrock organiser and self- 
admitted gay-basher and “paki-basher”, whose personal 


reaction to Obama’s election was to reproduce an 
“Obama Wog Dollar” on the site. 


BNP watched Tory councillor 


A BNP councillor mounted a surveillance operation on a Conservative council 
colleague in an attempt to prove he does not meet the residence 
criterion to stand as a councillor in Havering. Mark Logan 
(pictured) claims Mark Gadd does not live where he says 
he does, at his parents’ Havering address, but in Burnham- 
on-Crouch. 

Logan, who was elected in a by-election in Gooshays ward 
/ in March 2008, said he had a schedule proving the Havering 
address had been watched from 5.45am to 9am on weekdays 
for three months and Gadd was not seen. “We also have a BNP 
activist who lives a mere stone's throw from Mr Gadd in 
Burnham-on-Crouch and confirms Gadd departs from his home 
every day at around 7.15am,” he added. 

Cllr Gadd said: “I can’t for the life of me believe he’s had people watching my 
house — if he has, I consider that quite serious”. Gadd explained that he entered 
and left the property by a private driveway at the back and that his Essex 
property was not in Burnham. 

The two have clashed before over the sale of Havering’s council housing 
stock, when Logan was in the Conservative Party. The disagreement resulted in 
Logan's suspension from standing as a Conservative candidate in May 2006. 


National Party mbers joineda German 
zi and nazi ter ts on the National Fron 
parade to theCent taph in Whitehall. 


(top) Shelley Rose, Bedfordshire BNP, on the NF march and 
(inset) with Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, and Mark Collett, 
the party's director of publicity, at last month’s BNP gala 
dinner on the eve of the party's annual conference 
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“Radio DJ sacked in taxi row 


A LOCAL RADIO presenter has been sacked | 
for making “completely unacceptable” racial | 
comments when ordering a taxi. 
Sam Mason, who worked for BBC Radio 
| Bristol rang the taxi firm to ask for her 14-year- 
old daughter to be picked up by a driver who was 
not Asian. 

Mason, 40, made the call while her show was 
going out and told the cab operator: “A guy with | 
a turban on is going to freak her out”. 

She continued, “I know this sounds really 
racist, please don’t send anyone, like, you know 
what I mean. An English person would be great, 
a female would be better.” Referring to her 
daughter she said, “She’s not used to Asians”. 

The conversation carried on, with the operator 
indicating that she considered the remark to be 
racist. 

Mason had been presenting the daytime slot 
on BBC Radio Bristol for only six weeks when 
she was dismissed. 

A BBC spokesman said: “Although Sam 
Mason’s remarks were not made on-air, her 
| comments were completely unacceptable and, for 
| that reason, she has been informed that she will 
| no longer be working for the BBC with 

immediate effect.” 


TalkSPORT sacks BNP list presenter 
TalkSPORT presenter Rod Lucas has been sacked 
after appearing on the list of BNP members that was 
leaked on the internet. 

The radio station said they would no longer require 
the services of the DJ who once worked for BBC 
Radio 1. 

Lucas, a Sony Award winner, was drafted in to 
cover overnight shows on talkSPORT earlier this 
year and hailed by station bosses for his “unique style 
of radio”. 

He also runs £350-a-day courses to train would-be 
radio presenters in a studio at his home in 
Staplehurst, Kent. 

Lucas’s name was published along with his address 
and contact numbers. His profession was given as 
“media: radio/tv production”. 

A talkSPORT spokesman said: “Rod Lucas has on 
occasion worked as a fill-in presenter on talkSport. 
We were not aware of his membership of the BNP 
until today. We have no plans to use Rod Lucas in the 
immediate future.” 

Lucas defended his 
“Journalistic research”. 


BNP membership as 


Simon Cressy reports 


Tuned out: Chris Birks 


East Midlands DJ is BNP member 


QUESTION: What do you get if you cross a cheesy local radio 
presenter with a British National Party member? 

Answer: Chris Birks. 

Birks, who originates from the Chesterfield area, first appeared on 
the political landscape in 2006, when he was elected to the UK 
Youth Parliament as a member for North Derbyshire. 

Here he turned into a bit of a political chameleon by linking up 
with such parties as the New Party, Popular Alliance, UK 
Independence Party, Liberal Democrats and the Conservatives. 

But it was the British National Party where Birks found his 
natural political home, quickly rising to the position of fund- 
holder in his local group. 

At the same time Birks was laying tracks for his chosen career path, 
a career in broadcasting. Over the next two years he worked for 
several small East Midlands radio stations, finding a full-time position 
with Mansfield 103.2FM in Nottinghamshire, where he works today. 

Birks has become a permanent fixture at the station and has his 
own show on Saturday mornings. And according to his internet site 
he intends to take on a second presenting job at Ritz FM, the new 
radio station due to be opened in Matlock, Derbyshire. 

If this were not enough to keep our budding Tony Blackburn 
busy, Birks has a third job as an assistant youth worker with 
Derbyshire County Council, helping to run a 
youth club. 

Birks certainly cannot be mistaken for a 
shrinking violet. Never one to miss a photo } 
opportunity, his personal website carries ; 
a number of pictures of himself posing 
with the same “establishment” 
politicians the BNP claims to detest. 

The photographs include one of Birks 
posing with Vince Cable MP, the deputy 
leader of the Liberal Democrats, and 
another of him with Alan Johnson MP 
the Health Secretary. 


Chris Birks posing with Vince Cable MP 
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he flames of fascism, 

antisemitism and racial hatred 

are starting to lick at the 

outside of Hungary’s fragile 
democratic structure. 

Just over two years ago rioting and 
marauding nationalist mobs poured 
onto the streets of Budapest, 
attacking the headquarters of 
Hungarian state television, torching 
cars, ransacking shops and 
overrunning an unprepared police 
force in a so-called commemoration of 
the fiftieth anniversary of the 1956 
Hungarian Revolution. Since then the 
far right has gained in confidence and 
the democratic state has retreated. 
As a result, antisemitism and anti- 
Roma racism are now rampant, are 
increasingly tolerated officially and 
have the support of many Hungarians. 

Right-wing extremism is 
represented by outfits such as the 
Jobbik party, whose vice-president 
Zoltan Fuzessy runs his nefarious 
activities from a house in the UK, and 
the grotesquely misnamed Justice 
and Life Party (MIEP). These groups, 
which hark back to the bloody deeds 
of the wartime Hungarian Nazi Arrow 
Cross Party, are legitimising their anti- 
democratic, hate-filled agenda with 

constant anti-government, anti- 
democratic agitation. They pursue a 
relentless programme of removing 
politics away from parliament and 
placing it violentiy in the street 
through the medium of civil 
disturbances and private armies such 
as the so-called Hungarian Guard and 
National Guard. 
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It is a sickening measure of the 
weakness, even cowardice, of the 
Hungarian authorities and justice 
system that the Hungarian police 
have recently abandoned the 
prosecution of the online edition of 
the newspaper Expressz for 
publishing an advertisement from a 
company claiming to specialise in 
“eradicating Jews”. The company 
claimed it could “liquidate Jewish 
MPs with bull-necks, nouveau riche 
brokers” and many other groups. 
Incredibly, the Hungarian police 
concluded that publishing the 
advertisement was not a criminal 
offence. 

But the growing pogrom-like 
atmosphere is not just a matter of 
venomous racist language, prancing 
around in quasi-stormtrooper 
uniforms and making threats in 
advertising columns. It is murderous. 

This was tragically demonstrated by 
the horrific murder of two Roma 
people on 3 November. A 40-year-old 
woman and a deaf-mute man aged 
43 were killed when unknown 
assailants threw Molotov cocktails 
into their homes and then shot 
them in Nagycsécs, a village in 
northeast Hungary. 

These are not the first attacks on 
Roma in Hungary. They are first 
murders, however, and mark a 
serious escalation of tension and an 
increasingly grave cause for 
international concern as this four- 
page special feature by our 
reporters in Budapest illustrates 
only too clearly. ~a 
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Private army swears in new recruits 
Janosz Malterik reports from Budapest 


Nick Griffin with Zoltan Fuzessy, Jobbik’s UK-based vice president 


FOUR HUNDRED new recruits 
to the fascist Hungarian Guard 
private army took part in a mass 
swearing-in ceremony behind a 
heavy police cordon in central 
Budapest’s huge Heroes’ Square on 
25 October. 

The Hungarian Guard is the 
largest paramilitary organisation in 
Hungary. All these groups claim 
they are fostering a “moral 
revolution” that will facilitate the 
defence — violent if necessary — of 
“everything ethnically Hungarian”. 

Last year on 25 August, the first 
56 members of the newly formed 
heavy mob took their oaths of 
loyalty at a similar ceremony. Since 
then, membership has grown to 
nearly 2,000. 

The Guard is the paramilitary 
wing of the small but rapidly 
growing fascist Jobbik party, 
which is hoping to win seats in 
the European Parliament in 2009 
and in the general election in 
autumn 2010. Both outfits are led by 
Gabor Vona. 

Representatives of the Christian 
churches were present at the 
ceremony, as on the previous 
occasion. Most notable among them 
was the extremist Calvinist bishop 
Dr Lorant Hegediis, one of the 
Guard’s three patrons. 

In her speech at the ceremony, 
Maria Wittner, an MP for 
conservative Fidesz party and 
another Guard patron, claimed 
darkly that Prime Minister Ferenc 
Gyurcsany and his government “are 
serving alien interests” and 


constantly “cause damage to the 
country”. 

Bishop Hegediis’s son, the 
antisemitic priest Lérant Hegediis 
Jr, made a vitriolic speech attacking 
the media for their supposed 
“campaign of lies and war of slander 
that belittle and degrade indigenous 
Hungarians”. “What Hungary 
needs now,” he bellowed to the 
white-shirted, black-trousered 
horde standing in front of him, “is 
well organised self-defence!” 

Top of the bill was Vona, to whom 
the Guardists pledge their loyalty. 
He claimed that “neo-liberal world 
domination is about to collapse 
before our eyes,” and urged his 
followers to “stick together”. 

Always keen on drama, Vona had 
surprised his cheering supporters 
with two announcements, two days 
before the swearing-in, at a party 
rally attended by Nick Griffin, 
leader of the British National Party. 
If his party is elected, he promised, 
he will “put an end to the media 
dictatorship”, singling out the 
commercial television stations RTL 
and TV2 whose headquarters he 
promised to “smash to the ground”. 


His second surprise was a 
commitment to invite foreign 
observers to Hungary’s next 


parliamentary elections to ensure 
that no electoral fraud takes place. 
These observers, who will not be 
drawn from the West and will 


‘guarantee ballot box honesty, he said 


without any hint of irony, will include 
Iran’s hardline antisemitic president 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 
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Fascist militia built on broad racist consensus? 


Janosz Malterik in Budapest looks at Hungary’s fascist private army 


THE HUNGARIAN GUARD ~ was 
launched in June 2007 by Gabor Vona, 
president of the small but increasingly 
ambitious fascist party Jobbik, the 
group with which the British National 
Party has been fostering close ties 
since earlier this year. 

The Guard’s symbol is the crest of 
King Emeric, decorated with lions and 
red and white Arpad stripes, a 
medieval emblem adopted by the 
murderous wartime Nazi Arrow Cross. 

The 2,000-strong uniformed militia, 
which is officially registered, claims to 
have altruistic aims such as disaster 
prevention and to support and 
organise social and _ charitable 
missions. Its real agenda, however, is 
rather different. It centres on 
combating the so-called vacuum in 
moral values, fighting against 
“postmodern arbitrariness” (whatever 
that may mean) and for “national 


rebirth”. Its founding document 
defines it as an “association for cultural 
inheritance and care of the homeland”. 

On a quasi-military level, it calls itself 
“a purely self-defence organisation’, 
a military guard, which was called 
into life “at a time when’, according 
to Vona, a 30-year-old historian, 
“everything ethnically Hungarian 
stands physically, spiritually and 
mentally defenceless”. 

It would be a major error to dismiss 
the Hungarian Guard as a fascist 
“fringe group” One of the mobilising 
factors behind it is a broad social 
consensus based on what one can 
only describe as deeply racist 
(vélkisch) thinking. 

Of all the fascist private armies in 
Hungary, the Guard is the most 
popular. It often struts through 


against “gypsy crime” and to “maintain 
order”. Its presence is_ invariably 
welcomed by mayors and cheered by 
the non-Roma_ population, which 
regards it as a worthy substitute for 
the police and has provided it with a 
foothold in society. 

This can happen only because so 
many ordinary Hungarians think the 
same way as Guard supporters. 
Members of Hungary’s largest party, 
Fidesz, and the Christian Democratic 
People’s Party - both at present in 
opposition — many representatives of 
the main Christian churches and many 
journalists in the so-called “nationally- 
minded media” not only provide 
a platform for the Guard’s ideas 
but even help it mobilise for the 
“military struggle”. 

Maria Wittner, a Fidesz MP, speaking 


villages, especially those with a large 
Roma population, and patrols them 


at the Guard's 
ceremony on 25 October, 


latest oath-taking 
called 


Driving back the 
cosmopolitan- 
parasite class’ 


By Karl Pfeifer 


(above) Catholic bishop Ottokar Prohaszka 
(right) Béla Somogyi 


ANTISEMITISM IS TOLERATED 
in Hungary and not just in its crudest 
form of the uniformed Hungarian 
Guard rabble marching in the streets or 
nazis provoking Jews at synagogues 
or theatres. It is now part and parcel of 
right-wing politics. 

Usually this antisemitism is coded but 
the code is very simple, as was apparent 
recently when the right-wing daily 
Magyar Hirlap reported the unveiling 
of a statue of the Catholic bishop 
Ottokér Prohdszka (1858-1927). 
One of the leading ideologues of the 
so-called Christian course after the 
First World War, Prohaszka advocated 
antisemitic discrimination in the form 
of a numerus clausus, which restricted 
the number of Jews in tertiary 
education to 6% of students. This was 
the proportion of Jews in Hungary’s 
population before the Holocaust. 
The numerus clausus was the first break 
from the constitutional equality granted 
to Hungarian Jews in 1867. 

It was not at all surprising when 
Sandor Lezsak, the vice-president of 
the Hungarian parliament, recently 
made a speech that was little more 
than a_ glowing apologia for 
Prohaszka’s Christian course of history 
and politics between the two world 
wars, when the Christian-national idea 
was official ideology. 


Lezsak, who belongs to the right-wing 
Fidesz party, was apparently not disturbed 
by the fact that one of the main pillars of 
the Christian-national idea was political 
antisemitism or that Hungary was the 
first state in 20th century Europe to enact 
anti-Jewish laws. 

Quite the contrary, Lezsaék did not 
mince his words, declaring that after 
1945 the names of the prewar dictator 
Admiral Horthy and Prohaszka were 
unmentionable and that “the influence 
of this spiritual terror exists in our 
homeland right up to today”. According 
to Lezsak, one of Prohaszka’s biggest 
“crimes” was that he raised his voice to 
“drive back the cosmopolitan parasite 
classin 

It was this same coded language, 
describing Jews as “parasites”, this 
same “moderate” antisemitism that 
contributed to the fact that the 
overwhelming majority of Hungarians 
watched impassively when half a million 
Hungarian Jews were deported over six 
weeks in spring 1944. 

When in parliament on 14 October 
Péter Gusztos, the liberal (SZDSZ) 
MP, criticised Lezsdk’s scandalous 
speech, he unleashed a storm of 
protest from the conservative benches. 
Calls went up for him to apologise for 
quoting what is correctly stated in the 
Budapest Holocaust museum, namely 
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The Guard takes its “education” of 
children and young people very 
seriously. In summer it organised a 
holiday camp where Guard members 
gave children “training”. It has set up a 


children who want to join the 
Guard, “the gemstones of the nation’. 
In classic totalitarian fashion, children 
marched with adults at the ceremony. 
Although membership is restricted to 
people aged 18 and over, younger 
people can request admission with the 
consent of their parents. Youngsters 
aged 14 to 18 are called cadets and, in 
keeping with the Guard's emblem, 
the under-14s are called lion cubs. 
The youngest member is just one year 
old and was held in its mother’s arms at 
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“oeople’s high school” named “King 
Attila” which holds seminars to teach 
the “Hungarian” version of history 
instead of the “Jewish-Bolshevik” one. 
There are plans afoot, it appears, for 
the Guard (and its Jobbik parent 
party) to create “health insurance for 
our own race”. 


Gabor Vona, Jobbik leader, who launched the 
Hungarian Guard in June 2007 


essential arm themselves to fight for 
and defend a society based on the 
medieval “Hungarian crown’, a 
society that has no room for Jews and 
gypsies who are held not to be of 
European origin. 

Such groups place Hungarian 
democracy in danger. Europe and 
Hungary’s minority government, 
consisting of socialists tolerated by 
liberals, are watching powerlessly while 
extreme-right tendencies run amok. 

After a Guard demonstration on 
9 December 2007, the Attorney- 
General of Budapest put into motion 
moves to dissolve it. The court 
procedure started on 12 March this 
year but the judge in the case was 
threatened in August and a new judge 
was nominated. The next session 
will take place on 15 December. 
The outcome is far from certain and all 


the ceremony. 


Members of the Guard believe it 


the while the street army grows. 


that Prohdszka was a 
antisemitic ideologue. 
According to the Catholic daily 
Magyar Kurir, however, Lezsak was not 
the only person to deliver a eulogy to 
Prohaszka. The Catholic archbishop 
Balazs Babel stated in his speech at the 
unveiling of the statue that as a 
seminarian he was educated in the 
doctrine of Prohdszka and was “a 
witness to the shameful event when in 
1945, at the instigation of Mihaly 
Kérolyi [a democratic Hungarian 
politician], the poet Gyérgy Faludy and 
his communist comrades destroyed 
Prohaszka’s statue in Karolyi park”. 
What makes Babel’s account particu- 
larly remarkable is that he was born in 
1950 so might have found it difficult to 
_ witness an event in 1945. 
Furthermore, Faludy 
was at the time 
a social democrat 
and the event took 
place in 1946 not 
1945. 
: But according 
to the Catholic daily, 
Babel was not 
satisfied merely with 
bearing false witness, 
because when a 
journalist asked 
him if it was 
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acceptable that Prohaszka’s picture in 
the Budapest Holocaust museum is near 
a picture of Hitler and bears the text 
“one of the leading antisemitic 
ideologues”, he declared that he “will 
not visit the Holocaust museum until 
they change the text and the setting”. 

It is unlikely that the museum will 
change the text. After all, Lezsak has 
just confirmed its aptness. 

Prohaszka had, of course, some “good 
Jewish friends” and was ready to convert 
Jews who were Hungarian nationalists, 
but most of his declarations about Jews 
were not about conversion. In 1893 he 
declared that the Christian state should 
not accept Jews “but should remove 
them as soon as possible”, because they 
are “cancer” that has “gnawed the 
Hungarian people to the bones” and 
“because they have no conscience, 
heartlessly strangle their victims ... and 
have always wanted to rule the nation’. 
Prohaszka considered the Jews a 
“damned people” and regarded them 
as being as dangerous to the nation as 
“bugs and rats”, according to the 
Catholic priest Gyérgy Kiss, who 
published his biography in 1987. 

In 2003, the Budapest nazi publishers 
Gede Brothers brought out Prohaszka’s 
selected writings under the title My 
antisemitism and no Catholic protests 
were heard. As the Hungarian writer 


Andras Nyerges has said, it is not 
accurate to say that Prohaszka was, 
where “race doctrine” is concerned, a 
follower of Hitler, because he advocated 
the same doctrine much earlier. 

While Prohaszka has a new statue, a 
proposal has been made to alter the 
name of a Budapest street named after 
Béla Somogyi (1868-1920). A teacher 
and journalist, Somogyi was murdered 
by officers of the Horthy regime who 
threw his corpse into the Danube. 

Somogyi did not participate in the 
short-lived Hungarian communist 
regime of 1919 but during the white 
terror that followed, when thousands of 
Jews, communists and supposed 
“communists” were murdered by those 
inspired by the Christian-national idea, 
he courageously reported their crimes in 
the social-democratic daily Nepszava 
(an anti-fascist paper published until 
the Germans occupied Hungary on 
19 March 1944 and today probably the 
best Hungarian daily). 

There is just one street in Budapest 
named after this martyr of the labour 
movement but Fidesz councillors for the 
district have voted for the name change 
supported by a representative of the 
libéral SZDSZ party. However socialists 
and other democrats have protested 
against the proposal and their objections 
are likely to succeed. 


International 


By Sara Hallin 
St Petersburg 


AROUND 600 PEOPLE took part in the 
fifth March against Hatred in St 
Petersburg on 1 November. The annual 
event is organised in memory of Professor 
Nikolai Girenko, who often testified as an 
expert witness on racism and 
discrimination in trials for racially 
motivated attacks and was murdered by 
nazis at his home on 19 June 2004. 

Girenko is only one of many victims of 
racist groups in Russia in recent years. 
According to the respected Moscow- 
based SOVA Centre, which monitors 
xenophobia and racism in Russia, 68 
people died and 262 were injured in 
racially motivated attacks in the first eight 
months of 2008. 

Right-wing extremists are also actively 
exploiting the economic downturn and 
rising unemployment. In classic fascist 
style, they blame “immigrants” for Russia’s 
socio-economic ills. However Alexander 
Vinnikov, one of the march organisers, has 
warned that it is not only organisations 
such as the fascist Movement Against 
Illegal Immigration but also pro- 
government youth organisations such as 
Nashi that are demanding the 
deportation of foreign workers. 

According to Irina Aksenova from the 
Youth Human Rights Movement in the 
western Russian city of Voronezh, 
“everyday xenophobia is already ‘high’ in 
Russia but the recent conflict with 
Georgia has only intensified the mood. ... 
It's given right-wing groups the 
opportunity to present their extremist 
views as mainstream opinion’ 
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Anti-racism campaigners in Russia are 
frequently subjected — to __ terrifying 
intimidation. On 1 August, an attempt 
was made to burn down the home of the 
human rights activist Dmitrii Krauikhin. 
His 86-year-old mother, daughter and six- 
year-old granddaughter were trapped 
inside but managed to call the fire 
brigade just in time. This arson attack 
followed a series of other incidents clearly 
intended to stop Krauikhin from 
continuing his anti-racist work. 

Aksenova believes, however, that the 
greatest threats to anti-racism 
campaigners emanate not from nazi 
groups but from the authorities, because 
they appear to regard any independent 
political activity by human rights and 
anti-fascist activists. as dangerous. She has 
accused the authorities in Voronezh of 
circulating lists of supposed “extremist 
organisations’ that wrongly include 
human rights and anti-racist groups. 

Graham Jones, Amnesty International's 
country coordinator for Russia, reckons 
that “collaboration between the state and 
racist thugs" is part of a dark reality that 


March against racism in St Petersburg 


now puts all anti-racist campaigners in 
Russia at risk. Members of Amnesty 
International and other human rights 
activists from France, Britain, Italy and 
Russia have written to the organisers of 
the March against Hatred and expressed 
full solidarity. 

The four-year investigation into 
Girenko’s murder is now over and the 
accused fascists and their lawyers are 
familiarising themselves with the case 
files. Vinnikov believes it will be along and 
difficult trial but points out that while “the 
fascists always have very good lawyers, 
this time the victims have a very good 
one, too” 

Meanwhile, right-wing extremists still 
slander Girenko on their blogs. Vinnikov 
and his colleagues are determined to 
ensure the March against Hatred takes 
place each year to keep alive the memory 
of Girenko and other victims of Russian 
fascism. ~<a 


M Jo take part in Amnesty’ letter writing 
campaign on racism in Russia please 
contact sara.hall@amnesty.org.uk. 


Dirk Stermann and Christoph Grissemann devoted their 


AUSTRIA Free speech 
hypocrisy from far right 
From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 

FLUSHED WITH ITS SUCCESS in September's 
elections, the extreme-right Austrian Freedom Party (FPO) 


is now calling for a repeal of the Austrian law banning Nazi 
activity and attempts to revive Nazism. Norbert Hofer, an 


FPO MP, has proposed a referendum to test public opinion 
on the issue, backed by his party’s leader Heinz-Christian 
Strache. 

At the same time as this attempt to lift restrictions on the 
dissemination of hatred, threats from far-rightists have 
forced two satirical political revue performers to cancel a 
performance at Klagenfurt University in December. 


last show on the Austrian state channel ORF TV, titled 
Welcome to Austria, to the consequences of the death in a car 
crash of the former Governor of Carinthia and extreme- 
right leader Jorg Haider. The Alliance for Austria’s Future 
(BZO), the party formerly led by Haider, has described the 
satirists’ performance on 23 October as “not acceptable for 
Carinthia”, while the FPO has demanded their banning 
from ORF programmes. 

The FPO claims to like freedom of speech, but only 
seems to want it for Holocaust deniers while hypocritically 
claiming that satirical revue performers are unworthy of it. 
It remains to be seen whether the left and liberal 
intellectuals who rushed to defend the British Holocaust 
denier David Irving when he fell foul of Austrian law will 
display some support for and solidarity with Stermann and 
Grissemann. ~ 


NPD crisis 
rumbles on 


By Jens Brandt for 
Der Rechte Randand 
Antifa-Net 


THE CRISIS in the nazi National 
Democratic Party (NPD) has continued 
to deepen after the party’s miserable 
flop in the Bavarian elections on 
27 September. With a vote of just 1.2% 
the party failed to cross the 5% 
threshold needed to win seats. 

The NPD claimed the election 
campaign was a success, because it 
received more votes than before, but it is 
clear that this was an attempt to 
sweeten a very sour result. In local 
elections in Brandenburg on the same 
day, the party did better, winning seats 
everywhere it stood. 

Even before voters went to the polls, 
the nazis had been battered by media 
coverage of the trial of the NPD’s 
erstwhile national treasurer Erwin 
Kemna, who was convicted of the theft 
of €627,000 (4530,000) from the party. 

The trial followed police raids on 
Kemna’s home in western Germany, 
the NPD’s Berlin headquarters and the 
offices of the party’s newspaper and 
publishing company, Deutsche Stimme, 
in Riesa, Saxony, on 7 February. 

Accused of embezzlement, Kemna 
claimed he had not stolen the money 
but had been given it as a loan. 
Incredibly, Udo Voigt, the party leader, 
believed him (publicly at least) and told 
the media that the whole affair was a 
smear. Many NPD members, however, 
took a different view, dismissing Voigt’s 
pleas that he knew nothing about it and 
calling for his resignation. 

Despite internal strife, Voigt was re- 
elected as party chairman in May but 
now, after the trial and a full confession 
from Kemna, he is in deep trouble 
again. In a statement published five days 
after Kemna admitted the theft, Voigt 
said that he and the whole party 
executive were shocked at his confession 
and expressed their disappointment in 
him. And so the party was, he admitted, 
in a crisis which its enemies would use 
against it. 

Appealing for unity to what must be 


an increasingly sceptical executive 


. 


committee, Voigt urged that the party 
should focus on next year’s regional 
ballots in Hessen, Brandenburg, 
Saarland, Thiiringen and Saxony as well 
as on the elections to the German 
federal and European Parliaments. 

Voigt is convinced he is the right man 
to lead the party into the electoral fray, 
still interpreting his re-election in May 
as a vote of confidence in him from the 
party members. Indeed, at a conference 
of the party executive at the start of 
October, 13 of its 16 members expressed 
renewed approval. 


(above) NPD national treasurer Erwin Kemna 
photo Marek Peters 

(left) Udo Voigt, NPD leader 

photo Attenzione photographers 


Despite this there are noisy rumblings 
in the NPD’s ranks. Just days after the 
meeting, Andreas Molau, one of 
the three who did not vote for Voigt, 
quit the executive, complaining that he 
is no longer willing to support the party 
totally after the Kemna scandal. 

Molau was one of the party’s great 
hopes for the future because he is bright 
and attractive to middle class voters. 
As well as this, many nazis are venting 
their distrust of Voigt all over the nazi 
internet forums. 

All the while, Voigt and his cronies 
are desperately trying to distance 
the NPD from the young, violent 
and chaotic so-called Autonomous 
Nationalists. This faction hates the staid 
party leadership and idolises “radicals” 
such as Udo Pastors, the chairman of 
the NPD parliamentary group in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, and Jurgen 
Rieger, Voigt’s deputy, who was also 
elected at the party congress in May and 
is a notorious hardcore nazi with several 
convictions. 

In his statement, Voigt suggested that 


the next party conference, which will 


elect the new executive, should take 
place not in 2010 but in 2009 after the 
federal election. That could give Voigt 
as little as a year to win back the support 
of the party’s grassroots members. —< 


International 


Investigation reveals the close ties 
between crime and nazism 


Mikael Ekman reports from Stockholm for Expo 


A GROUP OF 77 nazis arrested ten 
years ago have since committed 
nearly 500 crimes, including assault, 


threatening behaviour, weapons 
offences, rape, incitement to hatred 
and even murder. 

In a ground-breaking investigation, 
the Swedish anti-fascist magazine 
Expo in cooperation with the popular 
daily Expressen tracked the criminal 
behaviour of the nazis, who were 
arrested at an illegal gathering in Nora, 
near Orebro. 

On 1 May 1998, a mob from the 
National Socialist Front (NSF) barged 
their way through a thin police cordon 
and made their way to Nora town 
square to hold a rally. Only when 
police reinforcements arrived was the 
gathering broken up by searching and 
detaining 77 of the nazis. Seven of 
them were jailed for six months each 
for violent riot. 

The Expo-Expressen survey has 
demonstrated that behind the neat 
lines of the nazis’ newly ironed shirts 
lies a brutal reality marked by violence, 
hatred and destroyed lives. The 77 
have been convicted of 494 offences, 
the most frequent being assault 
followed by threatening behaviour, 
criminal damage and theft. 

The worst is Ole Nicolai Kvisler, a 
Norwegian nazi, who murdered 15- 
year-old Benjamin Hermansen near 
Oslo in January 2001 because he was 
dark-skinned. 

Equally revealing is the fact that few 
of them have managed to walk away 
from nazism — testimony to the failure 
of “exit” projects. 


“Fred”, now aged 31, was marked out 
as one of the most criminally active of 
the group. Over the past ten years, he 
has picked up almost 30 convictions 
for theft, robbery, assault, racist 
incitement, drugs offences, threatening 
behaviour and, earlier this year, a bomb 
attack on a restaurant in Gothenburg. 

“Roger”, 40, has collected sentences 
for serious assault and violence 
against a civil servant. Last year, he 
was convicted for beating up his 
own daughter. “She was provoking 
me and everything went black,’ he 
told a court. 

Many of the assaults were the result of 
alcohol-fuelled rows that degenerated 
into violence. Other offences were 
motivated by hatred, a typical example 
being an attack on an immigrant in 
Mjdlby in October 2004. “Jonatan’, 
29, was in a park with a gang of other 
nazi louts. When they saw their victim, 
they chased him and pushed him to the 
ground, kicked him and stamped on his 
head. The victim's blood was later found 
on Jonatan’s boots. 

Also on the criminal list are some of 
Sweden's most prominent nazis, 
including Anders Hdédgstrém, the 
former leader of the NSF, and Robert 
Vesterlund. Trendsetting Vesterlund, 
32, who runs the Info-14 network, was 
one of those jailed after the Nora riot. 
A former member of the racist Sweden 
Democrats’ youth organisation, he 
became known to the public at the 
time of the nazi assassination of 
the trade unionist Bjorn Soderberg in 
1999. Since Nora, he has been 
convicted for inciting hatred and 


Nazis charge police in Nora 


weapons offences. 

Expo's findings have not surprised 
Heléne L6dw, a historian who has 
researched right-wing extremism in 
Sweden for a long time. Nor is she 
surprised that violent crime figures so 
prominently. “These groups live in a 
world filled with violence,’ she told Expo. 

According to Ldéw, violent crimes 
connected to the groups appear in 
waves: “Sometimes those 
representing a more militant line 
dominate and then violence increases. 
At other times those representing 
organisation building dominate. Right 
now, though, we are in a phase where 
radicalism is increasing.’ 

Greger Wahlgren, a police officer at 
the Crime Prevention Centre in 
Varmland, has been working against 
nazism and xenophobia since the 
beginning of the 1990s. He observes 
that not only do the various nazi 
movements attract people who 
already are criminally engaged, but 
their criminality increases once they 
have joined. “Criminality,” he says, 
“goes hand in hand with the 
movement. Some people try to show 
that they will behave themselves but it 
does not work because criminality is 
part of the concept.” 

Wahlgren is convinced not only that 


_ Nazism is dangerous for people close 


to.the nazis but also that it is directly 
dangerous to join a nazi organisation 
because sooner or later recruits hit 
trouble, either as perpetrators or 
as victims. ~<a 


Nazis to face crackdown at last? 


From Wim Haelsterman for 


AFF/Verzet - RésistanceS Brussels 


POLICE HAVE ARRESTED three 
fascists in raids on premises in Antwerp, 
Bocholt and Gullegem in connection 
with a series of nazi concerts held in 
Flanders in recent months. 

The searches, in which the police also 
seized computers and documents, 
followed a concert staged by the nazi 
organisation Blood and Honour in 
Diksmuide. The event on 18 October is 
suspected of violating Belgian anti- 
racist laws. The federal prosecution 
authorities are also examining footage 
filmed by a German undercover 
journalist at a nazi concert on 19 April 
in Bellegem, which caused shock when 
it was broadcast on primetime television 
news programmes. 

One of the three people arrested is 
reported to be a former local election 
candidate for the extreme-right Vlaams 
Belang (VB). 

The Diksmuide gathering was 
one of the biggest of its kind to 
date. Up to 800 boneheads from 
Germany, the Netherlands, France, 
Belgium and the USA showed up for 
yet another so-called Ian Stuart 
Donaldson (ISD) Memorial hate rock 
fest. The concert took place in a 
huge marquee at a campsite called 
Ijzerhoeve in West Flanders. 


The Flemish Anti-Fascist Front 
(AFF) discovered the secret location 
just hours before the concert started. 
The AFF warned several local 
politicians but their only response was 
“there’s nothing we can do”. 

The campsite manager, Peter 
Ingelaere, was well aware of the true 
nature of the event, which had been 
booked as a “pagan Celtic wedding with 
a party”. He cooperated fully with the 
nazis and claimed he did _ not 
understand what all the fuss was about, 
telling the press that “everyone ranging 
from left-wing extremists to right-wing 
extremists is welcome on the campsite 
as long as they stick to the law”. 
It emerged later that his campsite had 
previously been used for other, lower 
profile, far-right activities. 

The line-up at the hate fest included 
notorious hate rock bands such as Last 
Chance and Blackout from the UK, 
Mistreat from Finland and a Dutch 
band called Strijdgeest (Warrior Spirit). 
There were also bands from Germany. 
Cameras and mobile phones were not 
allowed on the campsite and no one 
not belonging to the nazi “in crowd” was 
able to get in. 

The local Christian-Democrat mayor, 
Lies Laridon, was not happy about the 


ie Rocking the reds in honour of ie 
Jan Stuart Donaldson 
on the 18th of @ctober 2008 in Flanders 


event but did nothing to prevent 
it. “Legally we can't do anything to 
prevent these events taking place,” 
she complained. 

The one positive element to emerge 
from this latest fiasco is that growing 
awareness of the worsening nazi 
problem has finally led to what, 
hopefully, will be a crackdown by the 
authorities. This is due in no small part 
to the support mobilised by the AFF 
and the media attention its campaigns 
have recently received. 

All democratic parties in the Belgian 
parliament are now working together to 
formulate a new law that could outlaw 
this kind of nazi activity on Belgian soil 
for good. 


Extremist quits after mocking the Holocaust 


Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet - RésistanceS reports from Brussels 


SENATOR MICHEL DELACROIX (pictured), 
leader of the far-right Front National, 
resigned on 6 November hours after he was 
seen on television singing a song that | 
makes fun of the Holocaust. 

The film shown on the national public 
television station RTBF showed Delacroix 
sitting on a sunny terrace with some 
friends, singing a song to the tune of Leau 
vive by the Jewish singer Guy Beart, but with 
the lyrics changed to tell the story of a Jewish 
woman gassed in Dachau. 

The FN’s political bureau stated that 
his behaviour was inadmissible and 
extremely harmful to the party and its 
activists. However, one of the members 


of the bureau is Patrick Sessler, who is 

notorious for the pictures of him making the 

Nazi salute while visiting the grave of the 

Spanish fascist dictator General Franco 
with some of his nazi friends. 

Delacroix, a lawyer and FN senator since 

2003, is well known for his nazi opinions. 

He is a great admirer of the former Belgian 

fascist leader Léon Degrelle, whom he 

visited more than once in his Spanish exile 


before his death in 1994. 


The same year, police found an arsenal of 
weapons and a massive collection of revisionist 
literature at Delacroix’s home and a court 
gave him a year’s suspended prison 
sentenced for these offences in 1999. ~<a 


Fascists stage reprisal for TV coverage 


of violence 
By Alfio Bernabei 


ABOUT 40 FASCISTS broke into one of 
the buildings of RAI, the state 
television network, in Rome in an 
attempt to intimidate programme 
makers and curtail critical reporting of 
their activities. They also issued 
warnings to journalists and 
threatened acts of retaliation “outside 
their homes” or against their families. 

A poster demanding an end to the 
publication of “untruths” appeared 
near the home of Ezio Mauro, editor of 
the leading daily La Repubblica. It bore 
the imprint of Forza Nuova, the party 
led by the convicted fascist terrorist 
Robert Fiore, MEP. 

The raid against RAI was swift, well 
organised and clearly intended to 
reverberate in the media. Wearing 
helmets, the “commando” climbed 
over the fence, made their way past 
security and filmed their noisy 
advance through the office corridors. 

Their main target was the 
programme Chi I’ha visto? the Italian 
equivalent of Crimewatch. It had 
shown footage of incidents during 
one of the student demonstrations 
that were staged throughout the 
country last month to oppose a new 
piece of legislation introduced by the 
Education Minister. The fascists joined 
in the protests to harvest the results of 
their efforts over the past few years to 
infiltrate schools and universities. 

Forza Nuova has a student wing 
called Lotta Studentesca which 
publishes its own journal. The hardline 
MSI Fiamma Tricolore has its own 
student wing called Blocco Studentesco 
which acts in collusion with other far- 
right groups. As Searchlight has 
reported in the past these two 
organisations have scored considerable 
success in winning control of some 
student councils, gaining access to 
funds. Blocco Studentesco also has 
close links with the best known fascist 
“cultural centre” in Rome, Casa Pound 
(Home of [Ezra] Pound), which makes 
no secret of its ability to stage 
expeditions in paramilitary style. 

The footage broadcast by RAI was 
taken in Rome’s Piazza Navona during 
a student demonstration that erupted 
in violence. The fascists of Blocco 


Fiamma Tricolore's fascist student wing, which has won control of some student councils 


Studentesco made their way chanting 
“Mussolini! Mussolini!” and were 
allowed by police to drive a van into 
the thick of the crowds. Inside the van 
were dozens of wooden flagpoles, 
which the fascists used as weapons. 
They also waved belts to attack the 
terrified students, most of whom were 
in their mid teens, as well as a number 
of antifascists who had arrived to 
protect them. 

Witnesses said the police facilitated 
the arrival of the van, then looked 
on allowing the incidents to develop. 
One senior reporter on the spot saw 
similarities with the tragic events in 
Genoa in 2001. 

It was the broadcast of these events 
that upset the fascists and led them to 
mount the raid on the television 
building. RAI also received telephone 
threats, two of which were traced to 
lines registered in Fiore’s name. “We 
saw the broadcast in which you asked 
for the names and addresses of those 
who were filmed,’ said a voice “We will 
do the same with all of you 
[journalists]: who saw you, who works 
with you, the place were you live 
and then we shall come outside 
your homes”. The programme had 
in fact not asked for the thugs to 
be identified. 

Another call warned, “We have 
identified you and the members of 
your families” Fiore stated he did not 
make such calls. He also denied any 
responsibility for the warning posted 
near the home of the newspaper editor, 
despite it bearing the imprint of Forza 
Nuova. “It is an absurd provocation,’ he 
declared, “the work of some madman 
intent on stirring up trouble.’ 

Some claim that FN and Blocco 


Studentesco do not get on very well. 
Others, including the leftwing Senator 
Vincenzo Vita, who demanded a 
government enquiry into the 
incidents in the piazza, believe that in 
reality they work hand in hand. While 
Fiore has an interest in distancing 
himself from violent acts, being an 
MEP, the leader of Casa Pound, 
Gianluca lannone, has no qualms. 
Admitting his participation in the raid 
against RAI, he hinted at a return of 
the armed gangs that terrorised the 
country in the 1970. “We are sending 
out a warning [to journalists]’, he said, 
“stop criminalising the far right or 
something will happen.’ 

Meanwhile another fascist group, 
Militia, claimed responsibility for the 
antisemitic banners displayed in the 
capital One was intended as a 
warning to Gianni Alemanno, the 
former fascist militant who was 
greeted with the raised-arm salute 
when he became mayor earlier this 
year. He still wears a Celtic cross round 
his neck but for the fascists this is not 
enough. They are unhappy that in his 
new job he has to maintain contact 
with the Jewish community in Rome, 
led by Riccardo Pacifici. So they sent a 
warning to both of them: “Alemanno- 
Pacifici: Roma-Auschwitz, one way 
only!” Militia also signed banners 
denying the Holocaust. One said, “The 
Holocaust is the greatest lie in history’. 

The leftwing leader of Sinistra 
Democratica Claudio Fava observed, 


_ “Enough is enough. We cannot allow 


these groups of neo-fascists to roam 
about undisturbed in the streets of the 
capital. The Home Office and the local 
authorities cannot allow this sort of 
escalation to continue.” ~q 
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